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Abstract
The scope of this project funded by the A.G. Leventis Research Programs of the University
of Cyprus was to record the history, archaeology and ancient environment of the mine of
Skouriotissa, and thus preserve this important aspect of Cypriot cultural heritage that has
been severely damaged by one hundred years of modern exploitation. The mine of Skou-
riotissa, together with those of Mavrovouni and Apliki, are part of the mining region of
Solea, which is located in the north-western foothills of the Troodos mountains. The mine
of Apliki is, according to Lead Isotope Analysis, most probably the mine that generated
the copper used to produce the vast majority of copper oxhide ingots found in Cyprus and
abroad during the Late Bronze Age (16th — 12th century BC). In the Iron Age (from the
11th century onwards), the most enigmatic period of copper production on the island of
Cyprus, the mines belonged to the kingdom of Soloi, one of the most prosperous on the
island. In the Roman and Late Roman/Early Byzantine periods, mining and smelting at
Skouriotissa reached an unprecedented scale. Slag, the waste from the smelting furnaces,
accumulated in large heaps. They formed an impressive landmark, which eventually gave
the name to the Monastery of Panagia Skouriotissa and then the whole area around it.
The Late Roman slag heaps of Skouriotissa were systematically recorded by the
author, in collaboration with colleagues from other academic institutions within the

framework of two interdisciplinary projects, namely, the “Troodos Archaeological and
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Michael Given

Mining Landscapes and
Colonial Rule in
Early-Twentieth-Century Cyprus

ABSTRACT

In the early 20th century the large-scale copper and asbestos
mines of Cyprus were intimately associated with colonial
rule, both in their ideologies and in their actual operations.
For the Cypriot miners, this represented a major disruption
of long-standing values and required a new negotiation of
their relationship with their British colonizers. Attempts to
control mining landscapes and communities interplayed with
a range of actions from submission to everyday resistance to
strikes and riots. These dynamics are most clearly seen by
examining the entire landscape. Particularly revealing aspects
include the naming of mining landscapes, the surveillance
of miners, the complex relationship between mining and
agriculture, the actual and symbolic manipulation of artifacts,
the expression of control and resistance in miners’ housing,
and shifting concepts of community.

Introduction

On 26 April 1929, a motor lorry driver for
the Cyprus Asbestos Company stopped in the
village of Kato Amiandos, on his way up to the
mine. A woman gave him a bundle of cloth
and requested him to take it to her husband,
Stylli Hadji Ktori, who worked in the mine.
He agreed and continued on his way up the
mountain road. At the entrance to the terri-
tory controlled by the mining company, he was
stopped by a mine official, distinguished by the
cloth badge on his arm:

He asked me if 1 had bread in my car. I said “no.”
He said that he would search my car. [ said that
he could search and when he searched he seized the
bundle which was given to me by the wife of Stylli
Hji Ktori saying that it contained 3 loaves of bread
(Cyprus State Archives SA 1/909/1929, Red 14).

As Stylli Hadji Ktori knew very well, the
Cyprus Asbestos Company refused to allow
its employees to bring their own bread into
the mine. Instead they had to buy the expen-
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sive bread made on the premises using flour
imported from abroad. As this story shows,
the Amiandos asbestos mine (Figure 1) and
the other mines of early-20th-century Cyprus
formed autonomous territories with their own
border points, regulations, and economies.
When the British colonial government heard
about the bread incident, they were concerned
that the mine was becoming an “imperium in
imperio,” and began a series of investigations
(SA1/909/1929, Red 4).

“An empire within an empire” is precisely
what the mines were. With their carefully
regulated and orchestrated activities where each
mine worker had a precisely defined role, with
their paternalistic institutions such as benevo-
lent societies and model workers’ housing and
clubhouses, and with their absolute control over
a landscape dedicated to their own profit, the
mining companies were modeled on colonial
rule. They even became “models for” colonial
rule, expressing the ideal of a perfectly regu-
lated but paternalistic state. As with major state
building projects, where the antlike activity of
thousands of workers symbolizes the state’s con-
trol of society (Paynter and McGuire 1991:9),
so here does the mining landscape with its
highly controlled processes and social organiza-
tion reflect the ideal of colonial rule.

The investigation focused on the intimate
relationship between the organization of mining
landscapes and the mechanics of colonial
rule. The open cast and underground copper
and asbestos mines of the 1920s and 1930s
in Cyprus provide a wealth of material, docu-
mentary, and oral information, and the political
conditions of the time brought the imperialist
organization of the mines into public debate —as
Hadji Ktori succeeded in doing following the
confiscation of his bread.

Methodology

The main historical sources in this paper con-
sist of government correspondence preserved in
the Cyprus State Archives in Nicosia and oral
history data from informants in the former
mining village of Mitsero and elsewhere.
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“Interior of Panayia
Skouriotissa church,”
photograph by Ruby
Jackson from 1924.
Courtesy of the William
Johnson Everett archive at
the Center for Visual Arts
and Research, Nicosia.
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Above: excerpt from the newspaper
Kompiog, 3 November 1900. Left: the
interior of Panagia Skouriotissa,
from a group visit | led there on 14
July 2024,



“Bishop’s house,”
photograph (colourised)
by Ruby Jackson from
1923. Courtesy of the
William Johnson Everett
archive at the Center for
Visual Arts and Research,
Nicosia.




“Monastery courtyard,”
photograph by Ruby
Jackson from 1923.
Courtesy of the William
Johnson Everett archive at
the Center for Visual Arts
and Research, Nicosia.



The Late Roman slag heap of Skouriotissa (photograph by V.
Kassianidou, taken in 2011). Reproduced from Kassianidou, Agapiou,
and Manning, “Reconstructing an Ancient Mining Landscape,” 996.






WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT IT

GEORGE ROUTLEDGE AND SONS,
BROADWAY, LUDGATE HILF.

CYPRUS

CHAPTER 1.

DESCRIPTION OF CYPRUS, AND HOW, TO GET THERE.

Origin of name Cyprus—Shape of the island—Its size—Its distance
from mainland of Asia Minor, Malta, and Port Said—Routes
from London—Time and cost of journey—Description of route
vid Genoa—Mountains, forests, rivers, and plains—Harbours or
roadsteads—Ancient cities—Modern towns, Lefkosia, Famagosta,
Larnaca, Limasol, Tzerinia—Roads—Telegraphs.

HE origin of the name of the island, which has
now for all practical purposes become part and
parcel of the British dominions, is a matter of dis-
pute. General Cesnola, following Engel, inclines to
the derivation of Kypros, the name given to it by
the Greeks, from the Hebrew Kopher (Henna = Law-
sonia alba), a plant found abundantly there, and
from which in ancient times various oils and salves

14 Cyprus :

were made. Others again would trace the origin of
the name to the fact that in antiquity Cyprus
abounded in copper, the name of which among
the Romans was “ cyprum.” This is open to the
objection that ‘‘ cyprum” (‘‘ cuprum,” whence E.
“copper’’), is clearly only a contraction for ‘s
cyprium,” which was also in use, and therefore it is
more likely to have been derived from the name of
the island than that the latter should have gained
its name from the metal. One authority boldly
ventures the suggestion that it was called Cyprus
from the cypress-tree, which certainly abounds there,
but the opinion is not supported by anything beyond
the similarity in the names.*

The ancients compared the shape of the island of
Cyprus to that of a deer’s skin, or a fleece spread
out, and a glance at the map will show that the
fancied resemblance was not inappropriate. The
head of the fleece points to the south-west, and
Baffo, the ancient Paphos, may be said to occupy the
left ear, while Cape Kormakiti on the north, and
Cape Gatto on the south, indicate the truncated

® Cyprus had many other names in antiquity, as Acamis (from a
cape on N.W.) ; Amathusia, Paphia, Salaminia, Aphrodisia (from its
cities) ; Macaria (from its fertility of soil) ; Acrosa (from its copper

mines) ; Collinia (from its hills) ; Cerastes (°‘ Horned,” from its
numerous promontories), and others,
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Table 24
Minerals and Mining: Important Signposts

Employment Share of GDP Mineral Exports

% of

No. Employed  Economically % of all

in Minerals Active % of Value Domestic

& Mining Population Total £ m. Exports
1929 6,098 6.4 24.0 0.6 38.3
1932 1,690 1.2 - 0.2 24.1
1938 9,200 5.8 - j 55 62.7
1949 2,330 2.9 - 3.6 48.3
1952 6,585 el 16.7 10.3 56.9
1954 6,716 2.9 13:5 9.8 56.6
1956 6,660 26 14.4 13.8 66.1
1961 5.300 2.9 9.3 S 4
1966 5,072 2.0 6.8 19-9 41.7
1971 4,203 1.5 4.6 9.5 22.6 Demetrios Christodoulou,

1973 3,747 1.3 3.8 98 - I6d Inside the Cyprus Miracle: The
1976 2,332 1.1 2.3 g At Labours of an Embattled Mini-

1981 1,511 0.6 1.2 9.0 3.8 | e
1986 950 0.4 0.7 59 93 Economy (Minneapolis:
0.2 0.3 2.3 0.9 University of Minnesota,

1992), 75.

1989 700

Note: °1976 and later figures refer to government-controlled areas only.

Sources:  Oakden (1935); Census Reports; Annual Reports of the Mines
Inspector or Service; Industrial Statistics; Economic Reports; and
Central Bank Annual Reports.




Table 1: Mineral Production and the economy.

Year Number of Share of Economically  Share of GDP  Mineral Exports as a share

Employed active population (%) (%) of all exports (%)
1921 >1,000* >1 1.4 8
1938 9,200 5.8 17.2 62.7
1952 6,585 3.1 16.7 56.9
1961 5,300 2.2 9.3 47.1
1971 4,203 1.5 4.6 22.6
1976 2,332 1.1 2.3 1.7
1981 1,511 0.6 1.2 38
1989 700 0.2 0.3 0.9
2010 585 0.14 0.3 0.8

*The 1921 data is in shift days hence an approximation only is possible™.

It is also worthwhile to point out that as an export industry copper mining in Cyprus was very
sensitive to global prices and global demand. Hence the industry’s growth was not linear to
Cypriot development. A slump in global trade, especially during the great depression (1929-
1934) checked the great growth achieved in the latter half of the 1920s. The majority of
interwar mineral value added growth took place after 1934 as Cypriot copper ore proved
essential to German re-armament™. Cypriot ore provided crucial raw materials in which
Germany was not self-sufficient: copper and sulphur. Before 1934, Germany imported most
of its ore from the biggest European producer of copper sulphate, the Spanish mines of the
Rio Tinto Company®*. Yet Rio Tinto was facing an increasingly difficult situation in Spain,
with constant labour unrest and threats of violence from the early 1930s. This led to the
decision of Rio Tinto to reduce its investment in its Spanish mines, leading to a reduction of
their output and creating a large supply-gap in the European copper sulphate market”. With
the outbreak of the civil war in Spain in 1936, the demand for Cypriot copper ore was

increased further, leading to the exponential growth shown in figure 1.

Alexander Apostolides, “Copper
and Foreign Investment: The
Development of the Mining
Industry in Cyprus during the
Great Depression,” Munich
Personal RePEc Archive, April 11,
2012, 10.
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Yoomwv g Kutrpov kar Selyvouv, yia AAAR wa @oQd, 0T n
Aoyoteyvia tpokatalaufdver Tnv 1gtoia.?

Me Tro10UG TEATTOVG Sev eivan avtovontn n yewypopia; Ko-
TaEyds, avtn dev elvan auetdfAntn GTov 1GTOEWKO XEdvo. H
ERENEN £VOG NPALGTEIOV, AOYOL YAEN, UITOREL VO TTQOKAAEGEL
v avdduon i tnv Katdduon evog viaolo, eV, GTN WKQEOKAL-
LOKO TG KOONUEQIVOTNTAC, OITTOLASNITOTE AKTOYQOUWL Evol
Srapkmg uetafarlouevn. Xto ertimedo tng avdewivng Spa-
otnEuoTNTAG, N StdvolEn wag Suweuyag N n aveyepon wag yeé-
EUEOC UETAGYNUATICOVV TOVES XWEIKOVE GUGYETIOULOUS. AKO-
wa Ku av asodeydovue 0TL GTOV LaKEU LGTOQEKO YEOVO N ye-
wyeaia €xel wa otodepotnta, n onuacia Tng dev elvan ape-
TAPANTN. Av Ge GUYKEKQUIEVES XQOVIKES GUYKVELES n KUTrpog
elxe kATOLaL ILOLTEEN YEMGTRATNYIKIL GNULAGTL, AOY® TNG YE®-
yeA@KNG Tng déong, avtod dev woyvel yia OAn Thy 1GToQl0 TNG.
AAMAN NTOV N ye®aTEATRYIKI TNG Y€on eIl PEVETIKIG KUQELOQ-
ylag ko dAAn el odopaviking. Katd tnv odwuavikn mepiodo
VTTHEEAY UEYAAES SLAKVWAVGELS GTN YEMGTEATIYIKIL Gnuacio
TOU VNGOV, KATL TO 0TTOL0 LoYVeL Kat yia Tn BeeTaviki replo-
8o, TTaoTL avTi NTav oAV TTLo gUvtoun. Eivar evOEIKTIKO OTL
To 1915 n PBeetavikn kupepvnon Jewpenoe TEOC GTIYUR OTL N
KUmpog ntav avaAoaoiun kKo, Tapd Tic GOPaQES EVGTAGELS TOU
Yitovpyelov ATtokidv kow Tov I'evikov EmiteAeiov, tnv Tm00-
opepe othy EAAASO w¢ avtdAdayua yio thy €l6odd tng GTtov
A’ ITaykoouwo I[TéAeuo. ETtouévmg, Ta laToQKA GLUUEPEATOUEVA
uetafdAAovy Tn onuaacio Tov X®EOoU.

H Siepeivnon tng KUTTELOKING VNGLOTIKOTNTAGS, TOU adol-
ouaTog, SnAadn, Twv XWEIK®OV WOTRTOV KOl YOUEOKTELGTL-
KOV €VOG Voo, YivETal LEGA AITTO TO TTRICUO TNG «YWELKNG

3. Aovita IastaAoizov, To Bovvi, To Podakio, Adnva 2020 Christakis
Georgiou, Archipelagos: Twenty years in Labour, The Book Guild, Xdcoeg 1997
(eAA. exd. To apyrarédayog: eikoat ypovia yevvnrovgia, x.€., Aevkwaota 1990).







"CMC, mini bir hikiimet gibiydi”

“CMC was like a mini-government”
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“Pay day at Skouriotissa.” Photo taken by Ruby Jackson on 23

December 1923. Courtesy of the William Johnson Everett collection at
the Center for Visual Arts and Research, Nicosia.
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day programs and distributed gifts of cigarettes and clothing gath-
ered by the village sports clubs. Because of their experience with
the work, George and Elsie White were called to Egypt in August
1943 to help the Greek government with its entire relief program.
Elsie White returned to CMC in December, but her husband was
away intermittently until the spring of 1944, when UNRRA, the
United Nations relief organization, took over the work.

Another far-reaching effect of the Whites’ work was the spread
of the weaving industry. A few individuals began studying the CMC
program in order to establish similar projects at their villages. Then
the government grew interested. When Tate became deputy control-
ler of supplies, he searched throughout Cyprus for spinning wheels
and looms, located no less than 1,900, and with them established an
island-wide program.” After the war the work concentrated com-
mercially at Nicosia and added another light industry to the island’s
resources.

With good reason Harvey Mudd wrote Duncan in 1942, “The
Welfare Department has been very efficient and helpful and I now
get more satisfaction out of their work than anything else we are
doing on the island except insofar as we have been useful to the
Government and Army.’ The Whites’ reports in particular he used
to take home and share with his wife.

Meanwhile he and the staff in Los Angeles were doing what they
could to further the war effort in America. Bruce acted as a govern-
ment consultant on zinc production. Henry Mudd went to Wash-
ington for a time as head of the fluorspar section of the War Produc-
tion Board, then entered the navy. In 1943 his father became chair-
man of the Los Angeles War Chest, leading the fund drive well be-
yond its quota of $6,800,000—a money-raising feat never before
equaled in California.

To help produce strategic minerals, CMC organized a subsidiary,
Coronado Copper and Zinc Company, which pressed exploration
and development work near Goodsprings in southern Nevada, at
Johnson Camp in the Dragoon Mountains east of Tucson, and in
Sonora, Mexico. The difficulty of securing miners crippled the work
in Nevada, and the lead-zinc property in Mexico proved too marginal
to be exploited. The Johnson Camp operation held more hope.
George Nicolson, who had left the island of Cyprus after Iraly’s
declaration of war, went there as supcrintendent. Duncan Moir
drew up plans for a 175-ton concentrator; and Claude Sides was put

281
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A statue of a miner erected in Lefka in
memory of the 1948 strike. The
trilingual inscription on the plinth
reads:

“On 3 March 1948 the colonial police
fired on the workers to break the
strike. This monument is built in
memory of Mehmet Bilal, I1zzet Ali Haci
Izzef, Ahmet Necat, Philippos
Sapouros, Georgios Georgiades, and
Frixos Zografos, who were severely
injured; and in memory of the 76
miners and their spouses who were
sentenced to up to two years in
prison.”
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a) The Skouriotissa slag heap in
1929; b-c) sports day at
Skouriotissa, March 1929
(photographs from the J.L. Bruce
archive, courtesy of members of
his family). Reproduced from
Kassianidou, Agapiou, and
Manning, “Reconstructing an
Ancient Mining Landscape,” 996.
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