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COSTAS P. KYRRIS 

THE 'THREE HUNDRED ALAMAN SAINTS' OF CYPRUS: 
PROBLEMS OF ORIGIN AND IDENTrIY 

A SUMMARY* 

§ 1. The first mention of a company of 300 Saints who took refuge in Cy­
prus at the time of the Arab (=Saracen) occupation of Palestine occurs in a sto­
ry contained in the British Museum Additional MS 34554 [=B.M. MS], fos 
185b-18Gb. 1 Only thirty-five of them are listed in the MS, whose last folios are 
missing; the last saint recorded is 'Enm/)Q<'i<; al Palaihythron and the first one 
'A vm,ruaw; at Perisl<mma A1essarias, by several centuries chronologically distant 
from each other, as most of them are in relation to one another. Many of the 
'known' ''.~00' are listed in teams of two lo four or .wnnetim.es evenfive (infra, §18, 
§31, etc.). The legend of the '300' is the last part of the MS, a 16th century 
copy made in Thrace, of a 13th century MS, which seems to incorporate older 
materials. It contains: (a) non-Cypriot ascetic, hagiographic and homiletic 
texts (fos 3-169); (b) the story of the 'discovery of the Holy Cross' in Jerusalem 
by Saint Helen the mother of Constantine the Great and her 'two visit<; of Cy­
prus' on her way to and from the Holy Land in 326-327 A.D. (fos 170a-183b), 
on the second of which she 'built several churches' which she 'endowed with 
pieces of the Cross', a version of the 'Helena Legend' and part of the ]udas 
Cyriacus legend'2 linked by a Cypriot author with his island; (c) a confused ac­
count of the military and administrative regime established in the island by the 
'King Constantine Great among Kings' [=Constantine the Great? or the VI 
780-7H7? or some other Constantine, probably Const.ms II 6111-668, or Con­
stantine IV 6G8-685?] for its protection against the 'many inroads of the atheist 
nations of the Hagarenes', which included the periodical despatch of 'a duke 
for applying the royal laws', the 'installation of a large army under a captain as 
a [permanent] garrison of the place', etc. (fos 183b-184b); (d) a 'praise of the 
holy island of Cyprus' for 'its Archbishop and fourteen Bishops', of whom 
many are enumerated by name (fos 184b-185b: a Synodikon of the Church of 
Cyprus); (e) an account of 'the relics of saints ... found in Cyprus'. These be-
longed to people who 'took refuge in this island ... when ... the infidel Saracens 
conquered the Land of Promise'. They were 'archbishops, priests and laymen 

* An extended version of the paper read at the Symposium will be published in' E::r1:nwir; rnt1 

K{v,(!011 'Emor111w1111w;v 'E(!cm•oiv, Vol. XX, l 993. 

I. Pub!. in Nia 1:twF 1952 by Th. Papadopoullos, pp. 28-30. 

2. Jan Willem Drijvers, I Jel11na J\111.,rmta, The Motlwr of Conslm1li11e t/111 Grmt and the Lef!:md of I Itr 
Finding of the Tru!! Cross, Brill, Leiden, I 992, pp. 79-180; cf. similar stories in Cappadocia. 
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who survived the persecution'; 'and [then] came also to this island [of] Cyprus 
a company of three hundred men; [who] hearing that the Greeks [ =the pa­
gans, either the Byzantine Greeks or the Romans] were masters of the place, 
dispersed in this island and dug [into] the earth, and entered [to live in] the 
caves [dug by them] for [=in] the name of the Lord. And they were living to­
gether [in groups of] two or three or four [like the removoth encountered in 
Syria in 375-376 by St. Jeronymos: Chrysotomos A. Papadopoulos, WTO(]W rfjr; 
'ExxJ,,,170£ar; 'A vrwxEiar;, Alexandria, 1951, p. 27 4], and they had also a servant 
who did service [for what they needed] in their life, and their dress. And they 
ended their life in this island, and many of them were made manifest by an an­
gel, others because of their innumerable miracles. And the same is true of the 
burial places of the Archbishops and Bishops. And there also arc many others, 
who have not [yet] been made manifest' (fos 185b-186a). Then follows an enu­
meration of the names and places of cult of thirty-five out of the '300' saints, 
the list being interrupted, as we said, by the loss of the last folios of the MS. 

§2. The same group of stories (b to c) with some modifications in the list 
of Saints, Archbishops and Bishops were taken over by Lcontios Makhairas 
[=L.M.] (mid-15th c.) in his Chronicle (ed. R.M. Dawkins, Oxford, 1932) in his 
§3-§9, §30-§39; out of the 300 he mentions forty-two in his §30-§32, §34 and 
§3G. In his §33 L.M. acids 'saints from over the sea, and yet others native to Cy­
prus ... St. John de Montfort in Lcfkosia at Beaulieu, a French lord [he died in 
1248]. Also St. Mamas (at Morphou who came over) from Alaya .. in a coffin 
[after] he was martyred.' But these two saints are not counted among the '300' 
by L. M. The inclusion among the Archbishops of 12th-13th century prelates 
such as Barnabas, Soj1hronios, Hesaias, Neoj1hytos and Germanos in both the B.M. 
MS and L.M., points to the 13th c. as the most probable time of final composi­
tion of the parts d and e, certainly after l 2G0, the last year of Gcrmanos' tenan­
cy of office. They must have been part of the numerous texts composed ( or re­
written) between 1222 and 1264f. by the anti-Latin group of prelates and cler­
gymen in support of the sanctity and Byzantine purity of the Church of Cy­
prus.:i The four stories b to c are closely interconnected, articulated and inte­
grated into an entity serving as an ideological weapon in the Greek Cypriots' 
struggle for survival under foreign domination. Like St. Helen, who after 324 
A.D. 'became one of the j1illars upon which the security of the res Jmblim rest­
ed' (J .W. Drijvers as in ftn. 2, p. 43), they appear as 'pillars' upholding the 
Greek Cypriot Church, its sanctity and its people and 'securing their eternal 
existence' against alien encroachments (cf. §7, §31). These characteristics 
help us in grasping the structure, common motifs and inherent motives of the 
four stories as a whole and in solving the vexed problems of the '300'. The mo­
tifs relating to the '300' as they appear in (cl and) e, are borne out by the de-

'.l. C.!'. Kyrris in 'ElrEn7u{,, XIX, 10!)2, pp. 172-175, 177-178. 
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tailed study of each member of the 'known' '300', both as individuals and as 
teams of two to four or sometimes even five, and also in comparison with the 
rest. In particular in the Vitae, the Synaxaria and the 'Axo:i.ovOiat of these 
saints we are struck by the recurrent similar motifs that go back to the Apostol­
ic and Early Christian eras, which seem to be the source of ideas and patterns 
oflife and behaviour attributed to them. But their historic value is very limited 
if not-existent: historic or semi-historic nuclei are mostly restricted to the 
saints' names which are then vested with legends. 

§3. The same stories b-e were taken over by the mid-16th c. Cypriot author 
Florio Bustron [:=FI. B.], either from an MS of L.M.'s Chro11iclr or from L.M.'s 
source, or from a version of it. 1 Besides several differences from both, Fl. ll. is 
the first to call without evidence the 300 'immigrants from Alemania, France 
and many other places', wherefrom they arrived like 'many other Bishops', 
clearly distinct from the 'local Bishops and Archbishops' [the Synodikon, sn­
fmt, §1 (d)]; these alien Bislwj,s came to Cyprus from the above places 'per la 
fama della santa vitta, che questi [ vescovi] de Cipro facevano, e per la dottrina 
della sacra Scrittura che havevano, et feccro la vitta loro santarnente; come 
sono trecento compagni, che vennero quando si pcrse la santa citt.\ di Hierusa­
lcm' (p. 33). The exact date of.Jerusalem's fall, obviously to the Moslems, is 
not fixed; but the \Vestern origin of all the above immigranl~ points to its cap­
ture by Saladin in the Crusader period in 1187 and not to that by the Arabs in 
G38; the 300 dispersed all over Cyprus and lived in miracle-worhng learns 'tre o 
quattro in ogni grotta' as in the B.M. MS and in L.M .. FI. Bustron lists 37 'Ale­
man, French and other foreign saints' out of the 300 (pp. 33-34) and he adds 
two more of the same company in accordance with L.M. §34, §36 and Dio­
mede Strambaldi [ :=Str.] pp. 14-15, St. Plwtios and Santi Phanondes (pp. 34-35), 
without calling them members of the company. No plausible explanation can 
be given either for the shift of date from the 7th to the 12th century or for the 
Westemisation/'Alamanisation' of the immigrant Bishops and the '300 Saints' 
by FI. B.; possibly Latin pride was the main reason. To his list of the 'known' 
'300' FI. B. (p. 34) adds, like L.M. (§33), 'molti forastieri com' e san Gioan de 
Montforte in Nicosia, al Bel Loco, gentilhuomo francese; santo Marna ... della 
Cilicia, chc fn martirizato, e ... in un' area ... Yenne in Cipro in la marina de 
Themorpho .. .'. Again these two are distinguished from the '300'. 

§4. Next, Steffano Lusignano in his Chorogra[fia e Breve l-listoria ... di Cipro, 
Bologna, 1573, fo 27a-b, then in his Raccolta di Cinque Discorsi lntitolati Corone, 
Padova, 1577, fo 52a-b, and lastly in his Description de toute l' Isle de Cyf1re ... , Paris, 
1580, fo 63a-b (Ch. 14 'Des saincts personnages, qui estans d'estrange pays ... 
ont leur corps .... en ceste Isle .. .', fos 6la-65a), expands on FI. B.'s statements, 

4. Chronique de l'ile de Chy/ire par Florio Bustron pub!. par R. de Mas Latric, Paris, 188G, pp. 32-
3:1, ,!4_;}(i, 461. 
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which he may have known from discussions with him before the catastrophe of 
1570/71 or from his MS or have drawn from a common source: 'Trois-ccns 
Gentils-hommes et Barons, tant Frarn;:ois, Flamans, que d' Allemaigne, com­
paignons de ce Iehan de Montfort, voyans qu'ils ne pouuoient avec leur armee 
recouurir la Terre saincte, sc retirenent aussi en Cypre [like 'G(ioan) de Mont­
forte Francese .. .', buried in Nicosia, in the preceding §3]: 011 estans separez en 
diucrs villages, menerent vne vie sainctc & solitaire, a la maniere des Hcrmites, 
lesqucls ont este honorez des Grccs et tenus pour Saincts, bien qu'ils aycnt de 
coustumc de ne pas solenniser Jes festes de Saincts Latins, qui sont moderncs, 
et des temps modcrncs' (Descr.) This is a complete inversion of accepted facts, 
and the time of arrival of the 300 hinted at seems to be just after 1291, the 
date of the fall of Acre. In fo 65a St. Lusignan states that the bodies of foreign 
saints reposing in Cyprus arc 'trois cent quinze [=315]', a figure ve1y near to 
the 300. If we deduct the 300 'Alamans' etc., only fifteen other foreign saints 
remain. Diomede Strarnbaldi in his Cronidza del Regno di CyjJro ( ed. by R. de 
Mas Latrie, Paris, 1893), a 'translation' of L.M.'s Chronicle up to 1458, knows 
nothing about the 'Alaman' or 'Western' origin of the 300, whom he calls 
simply 'huomini' who took refuge in Cyprus together with 'arcivcscovi, vescovi, 
sacerdoti et seculari' when 'Ii Saraceni tuolsero la tcrra de promession et usci­
rono Ii povcri Christiani' (p. 12), obviously in 638 A.O. His list of the 300 (pp. 
121-14) is almost the same as that of L.M. with some mispunctuations; it men­
tions '.19, plus 3 in pp. 14-15, total 42, as in L.M.; 'San Zuane de Montfortc' and 
'Santo Mama nel casal Morfo' arc classed among the 'altri santi nell'isola' (p. 
14), distinct from the 300 as in L.M. and FI. B. (su/Jm, §2, §3). In his nE(}t 

'HQWWV, 1:TQUTJJywv, </)[A.OU()cjJWV, 'Ay[wv ,wi CXAAWV ()VO/UWTWV d.vOQWJCWV 

onm'i E1Jy,jxam cxno ui N1wi nls K11JCQOV, Roma, 1659, repr. in KvJCQWX<'x 

XQOVtX<x, r, a', Jan.-Febr. 1925, pp. 32-33, Neophytos Rhodinos, a pro-Latin 
Cypriot author translates Lusignan 's ClwroKrallia, fo 27 a-b, of which the Descr., 
fo 63a-b is a paraphrase, and, like him, mentions only John de Montfort as one of 
the 300, contrary to L.M. and D. Str., but he gives no list. Jn 1788 Kyprianos, 
WTOQta XQoVoAoytx.ry nls N1juov K1JJCQOV, Venice [ =Kypr.], pp. 351-352 in his 
chapter 'On the Foreign Saints who lived in the Island', after Lawros, !Iilarion, 
l,ucius, l,jJijJhanios, and Them/)()n, gives an account of the 300 copied from N. 
Rhodinos, so calling them 'French and Alamans, all noble and renowned 
men', but he omits.f. de J'vl., and gives a list of 42, the same number as in L.M. 
and D. Str. as against 35 in the B.M. MS and 37 or 39 in FI. B. (sujna, §I, §2, 
§3); still Kyprianos's list differs both in the order of names, in punctuation and 
in several names of saints from L.M., D. Str., FI. B. and the B.M. MS. This fluc­
tuation points to uncertainty as to the real facts concerning the 300, their 
number, names, datc(s), life, origin and identity. 

§5. Meanwhile, probably owing to the Latin origin of many Greek Cypriot 
prelates after 1571, the 'Alaman' identity was accepted in the Vitae, the Synax­
aria and the 'Ax.oA.ovO[w of many of them composed and published by Cypriot 
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prelates in Venice in the second half of the 18th and the early 19th century on 
the basis of old MSS and the Orthodox M17va'ia published in Venice from 
1522 onwards but with local variations and additions." This led C.N. Sathas to 
adopt as historical the 'Alaman' identity of all 'known' among the 300. Al­
though noting the chronological contradictions among them, some like St. 
Kendeas dated to the 4th c. and others like St. Anastasios to the 11 th - 12th cc. 
by their Synaxarists/; and while referring to the attested installation of Palesti­
nian, certainly not 'Alaman' monks in Cyprus in 774 and 813 due to Arab per­
secutions, nevertheless he also trusts the unattested legend that 'Apres la perte 
de Palestine par les croises [1187? 1291?], beaucoup de pelerins et gucrriers 
s'cnfuircnt en Chypre sous la conduitc de Jean de Montfort, conte de Rohas' 
and also 'la vie de Saint Therapon, sur lequel nous possedons des documents 
chypriotes et byzantins' as a reliable source of the 'fact' that 'des emigrations 
d'cnnitcs allcmands aient cu lieu a diverses reprises et antcrieurement aux 
croisades' (Sathas, p. 407). The 'Cypriot document' is the 'AxoAovOia rniJ 
'Ayiou 'hQOfUXQTV[)()c; BEQCJ.lWVTOc; rniJ 8av11arnvQy011, publ. by Michael [son 
oil His Beatitude the Archbishop [Chrysanthos] of Cyprus, Venice, 1801, 
which includes a Synaxariwn republished by Sathas (pp. 412-416: feast day 14 
October), and the 'Byzantine' ones arc a 'Life' of St. Thcrapon in the Menolo­
giwn Basilianmn, III, p. 112 republished in the M17vu.ta and by Sathas (pp. 416-
417, 25 mai) and a long narrative in the [Acta Sanctorwn=] AASS Maii, VI, pp. 
682-G92. 

§6. In the Men. Basil. St. Thcrapon is said to be of unknown origin, date 
and place of martyrdom, 'his documents having been destroyed' and 'his mo­
nastic life to be attested by his icons' whereas his having been a 'bishop mar­
tyred in Cyprus' is based on 'old oral traditions'; his 'relics were taken to Con­
stantinople upon the Saint's order in a vision' at a time when 'the Hagarenes 
were planning to attack Cyprus, and there they work miracles'. The panegyrist 
who composed the narrative in the AASS is said by the editors to have been a 
contemporary of the translation of the Saint's relics from Cyprus to Constantin­
ople (Sancti Tlwmpontis Mimcula, Auctore Synchrono, ut plurimum tcste ocula­
to); 'mais il en ignorait la patrie; c'cst pour cela qu'il le confond avec son ho­
rnonyme, S. Therapon, martyr de Lydie, en disant 'ex partibus Oricntis, ubi et 
natus est (p. 683)'.7 In the Life (=Synaxarium) published in Venice (=Sathas, 
pp. 412-41G) and in that published in the Bioc; xai 'AxoAovOia rniJ 'Ayiov 

5. 'AxoAou0im rwv "Oo[wi, 'Avaoraaiov, Xu(Jirwvoc:;, A 1Ji;Evriou xai KtTbia, w1i 'J\noou1Aov 

xui E11uyyFAwwii AcJ1Jx<1, rmi "Ayiov L1171117T()Wl'OIJ Kv01fo17c:;, xai Kwi•ouxvrivov uni Mci(JTV()Oc:; [all 
of them 'J\lamans' J ed. by Archbishop Chrysanthos, ... Venice, 1779, pp. c-o,:' and passim; cf. Kv­
nuwxui LJT()l)()(li [ =Kl:], A', 1937, p. 97, and r, 1939 [ 1940], pp. 35-3G. 

G. C.N. Sat has 'Vies des Saints Allemands de Chyprc', An-hives de l'Orimt l,a/i11, II, 2, 1883, pp. 
,l()(i--,107, ,120-12,1, ,12!i-'127. 

7. Sathas, p. 407, ftn. 10. 
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1 

(]OflCl{}TV(!Oc; 8E(!C1novroc;, Athens, 1904, both of an 'assez basse 
'Evc)ogo,~, £cording to H. Delehaye, St. Therapon for the first time appears as 
~ oque .tC , ep f 'noble pious parents from the country of the Alamans , who gradu-
the son o e the 'Bishop and teacher of Orthodoxy' to which he converted 
·illy becam . ' • . • 1 , d 1 ' , 

1 
reties. Owing to his oppos1t1on to 1conoc asm , he 'was torture crue -

m,iny ie t·f) d h • d • 1 . fl h and nails were torn o an t rown mto a ark pnson; an ange 
ly (his es . . 

d 1 
. and advised lum thnce to go away; then at dawn he was taken out of 

free um' . . • . 
1
. a second interrogation [so he had not been really freed!]; profitmg 

P
nson or, 

, 'epiphany', a lightening and thunder that paralysed his captors, he 
from an . 1 • c J 1 , 'f. , f 

1 
. opulous and heret1ca city 1or erusa em , where he became amous 

le t 11s p J , • 
l 

. ·racles' among them t 1e resurrection of the son of a Hebrew woman 
for us nu ' ' . 

1 
, nie ofjesus Christ crucified by the lawless Jews'. From there 'he sailed 

n t IC n,l • 
:

0 
the glorious Cyprus', where he was hosted by one Sosias [ obviously a cou-

1 Ym
bolic fJerson], whom and whose wife he healed like many others by 

coctec s 
. . posi·ng his hand on them; he also censured the heretical Theo/Jasrhitae, 
Just un • . fwhorn beat him and was not pardoned by the Samt when later he asked 
one o , . , . I l ·1· l . . . 
to be forgiven. The Samt s imp aG~ JI 1ty ':as cue to a v1s1on of God as a baby 

.th his tunic torn in two, somethmg which he ascribed to the 'ltmij){lsrhitae. 
WI J } • p • J [ • The 'pious Cypriots anc t 1eir r~s1c ~nt =:'governor?]' having 'admired him 

1 le,
1
rnt by revelation about hun, nnplorecl him to stay in the island' and 

anc , . 
'become partly [=with another ~1shop or co-bishop? so a team of two emerged, 
cf. § l] the leader of a church m Cyprus [ =a diocese or episcopal see] which 
was near the seashore. Here he became ... teacher of Orthodoxy [again], 
... merciful, father of orphans, defender of widows, guide of those in error, 
healer of the sick and consoler of these in a£1liction ... ' During an 'Arab inroad 
in Cyprus, when many monasteries and churches were destroyed and many 
were massacred, these persecutors of the Orthodox faith arrested the Saint 
while he was performing mass and they butchered him. Arter this, songs and 
melodies of immaterial powers were despatched around the body of the 
Blessed St. Therapon, and the assassins were astounded and forced to repent 
for their unlawful daring. Then the Saint hieromartyr of Christ was buried .. 
and his holy relics were, as it is said, transported to the Queen of the Cities' 

(Sathas, pp. 412-416). 
§7. Sathas (pp. 407-408) observed a contradiction between this Synaxal)' 

presenting St. Therapon as 'Alaman' persecuted by the iconoclasts, and the 
'Axo,1,ovOfo (Venice, 1801, pp. 3, 10) in which he appears himself as a destroy­
er of altars and idols through his flock. He also noted a request to him in his 
'Axo,1,ovO{a (p. 12) 'to save his flock who were running dangers from the sons 
of Agar, and who had [already] been ravaged [by them]', and drew attention 
to the fact that the two Byzantine documents (sujmt, §5) say almost nothing 

8. 11. Dclehayc, 'Les Saints de Chyprc', ,1nr1frcta Bollrmdir111a [=AnBolf], 26, 1\)07, p. 2,17. 
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about his fatherland and life; from this he deduced that his 'AxoJi.ov0{a did 
not accompany his relics to Constantinople but stayed in Cyprus. Further 
from the dating of the relics' translation to Constantinople by the AASS docu~ 
ment during the 'second Arab invasion of Cyprus', which had already been 
ravaged and was still menaced by them according to his 'AxoJi.ov0ia, Sathas 
concluded that the translation took place in 690; then Cyprus was abandoned 
[?] to the Arabs for seven years (690-697), during which 'eut lieu !'emigration 
clans l'ile des 300 ermites Allemands', which he based on L.M. 's phrase (in his 
§31 eel. Dawkins) 'when the Greeks were ruling the land' [supra, §1, §2] and 
on the mention 'du due paien de Chypre, Sabinus, sous lequel l'ermite [St. 
Constantine of Ormidia] subit le martyre' in the latter's 'AxoJi.ovO{a and Life. 9 

Sathas identified Sabin us with a Greek renegade at the service of the Arabs who 
persecuted his ex-co-religionists and revolted against the Arabs in Khorassan in 
692. He also produced as evidence of the 'Alaman' origin of the 300 the appel­
lation of St. Auxentios, another one of them, 'TGJV Kunglwv <pgougoi; xaL 
EQELoµa, OTUAOi; (XOL<lJtT(l)TOi;, Xalgmi; , AAO.~tavlai; OAUOToi; [ xai] avOoi; ... TOV 
OJtAL Tyt V K uglou CXVEU<pyt µ~ owµEv, 'A11,aµavyt i; TO OAUOTyt ~ta ... 'A11,a~tavwv TO Oga­
ooi;, TWV <xoxrJTwv E<pa~u11,11,oi;' in his hymns (' A1w11,ouOlm ... 'AvaoTuolou ... 
Au~EVTLOU ... ). 10 

§8. Sathas (pp. 408-409) quotes the list of the 300 ajnul L.M. [ =ed. Daw­
kins, §32, §34, §36], which he dates 'probablement pendant la domination 
arabe, puisque ,t la fin Jes saints sont pries de dclivrer l'ile occuj1ee par les Sarra­
sins ou Agareniens [§32: 'l:aeax17vm1c; xai Tovexovc;' is added in ftn. as another 
later version; no reference to them in the broken end of the B.M. MS fo 
18Gb]; par ces derniers ii ne faut pas comprendre Jes Tures qui ne mirent le 
pied clans I' ile au temps de Machcras, mais les Egyptiens ... [de] 1426'. He also 
refers to N. Rhodinos' 'rccit diffus' and quotes Kyprianos' list (cf. sujmz, §4). 
Then (pp. 410-411) he refers to Archbishop Chrysanthos' prologue to the 
'AxoJi.ov0{m edited in 1779 (pp. v-vi: suj1m, §5), and makes an interesting 
point: 'Selem les offices imprimes, la plupart des 300 ermites allemands [this 
identity is considered by him a fact!] se refugierent sur cette partie montag­
neuse de I' ancien Olympe chypriote, ... 1hzchias, le Trnchonas [?] des Chypri­
otes moclernes. La veneration exceptionnelle dont jouissent les reliques des 
sainL-; parmi les habitants de ... CarjJassos" me porte a ... une conjecture ... une 

9. I July, Sathas, pp. 423-425 =Cl.Del. Cobham, Exmj1/a (~yJ1ria, Cambridge, 1908, pp. 222-223. 

I 0. Oji. rit. 11. 5, pp. 20, 21, 28, 39. er. his Ufe in Sat has pp. 4 I 7-·119: 'Au~EVTLO~ 'AACXft<lVO~ ~v 
Tii ytvo~ eh; 11 rrrgi nurnD [uTogi.n [ =??] ln11coI'. Sat has (p. 408) argued that 'la biographic [ =Bfoc;, 

or S)maxarionl inscrcc clans Jes offices [='Axo.1.ovO[m] grccs peut subir des interpolations; mais 
lcs hy11111cs !contained in the 'Axo.1.ouO[m] rcstcnt toujours inahcrablcs, tcls qu'ils ont ctc com­
poses par lcs mclodcs contemporains [of' the Saints celebrated by them]'. But the prnblcm is 
whn1 they were composed! 

11. J:O[/iff des. A11xmti11.1· [as in *7 and n. 5], pp. 20, 21, 2'.\, 27, 40 ... : K<1(}-'T<Wiw1' /IE)'ac; 
</i(!Ol!(i<Jt;. 
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. . ilitaire, cl' origine albanaise, s'etablit ,1 Chypre des le IVe sieclc, clans 
colon1e m , , 1 • ,., . 

1
. proteger Jes cotes ravagccs par cs corsaires - .. .Jes 300 samts de Ch)'-

Je but c e , , , 
f
. it .10 commencement des hommes cl annes et sont chantcs comme 

re urer , .. . 
P.

1 
[not all!] clans Ieurs ofI1ces. Mais tons ces compagnons en armcs et en as-

te s . I • • I • , . e 
11 

'appartena1ent pas exc us1vcment a a nat10n allemande. Mach eras 
ceusm , . (' . • . ~ • s 1 • 1·1 , • . ["'

32 
ed. Dawkrns] que s. ,onstantm cta1t un trat 11ote, • c est a dire mi Al-

d1t :,-. 1 [ f §5 §7] 1· I' • • .. [;,;,]• !'office c u martyr c .. , . ne c 1t pas un mot sur ongme alle-
ban,us • · , . . 

1
, de ce conirx1gnon des 300; au contraire ii relate c1ue Jes saints etaient 

n1anc e L • . . . 
1
·res de divers pays [ cf. Sathas, p. 423] ... au IV· s1eclc ... des colonies 

ong1n,1 • , • 
rothes fiirent dispe~·sees... au-dela du_ mont Ta1_1rus [Am~. Marcell., I. 

g XXIJ ... Mach eras disant que Jes Chypnotes, ravages par Jes pirates [ the Ar­
X . j rrt] clemanclcrent ,1 l'empereur Constantin-le-Grand [ =? cf. suj1m § 1 abs,su~,,,, , ,. 
c)] J'etablissernent d'hommes d armes .... clans !cur ilc, pourrait hicn 

(' clei· ·ivec Zosime [ ed. Bonn, p. 73] <JUI relate que le Goth Fravitos fut 
s accor ' , • A ,. • • • • 

, gcniverneur de toute la cote ... entre la C1hcie et la Palestme chns le nonune , . ' ' • , 
but de delivrer tout ~e p,~y~ r'.1vage p:ir Jes corsan~es. Dans cc ,cas je prefercrais 

. 
1
. ris cette colon1e m1htaire de Chypre un melange des Goths et des Alln-voir c ,1 . . . , ' . • ' 

... 
1 

'element goth ... tres petlt, fut... absorbe ... , les Albana1s, plus nomhreux, 
n,us. , , . . 1 , II . 
persistcrent...ju~cp1'a,u X':!f'".s1ec e .•• ,. A udmg t:~ th_e possibility of the c_lescent 
of some Carpass1an Greeks hom the Goths(!), S,1tlus concludes by urgmg the 
'exploration ... dc la Carpas~ie et. .. d:s ~raditions .. ,parmi ces Chypriotes aux 
ycux blonds', which '.n~rns fe'.a auss1 m1eu~ conna1tre le fait hagiographique 
[the 300's German ongm] qm nous occupe (p. 411). 

§
9

. C.N. Sathas' crucial mistake was that, despite his grasping the chrono­
logi~al inconsistencies in the 'known' 300's L~ves and 'AxoAovO{m, he did not 
understand their legendary character and thc1r attachment to repeated motifs 
and patterns going b,,1c~ to the ~p~st_oli: and Early C~hristian 1:ges (sujmt, §2), 
with which the '300' s Alarnan 011gm 1s absolutely mcompat1ble. Nor did he 
realize that this origin, not claimed for all of them or claimed in their ,\)'1iaxm~ 
its but not in their 'AxoAovO{at and vice versa, was added a/terits uncritical ac­
ceptance by the Cypriot hagiographers in the l 7th-18th centuries onwards (su­
fnn, ~5). There is no ,evidence ~o pr~Jve that St. Therapon's 'AxoAovHfo was 
composed in ea. '690 , when !us relics were transported to Constantinople; 
and the 'two Byzantine documents' ' ignorance or his fatherland and life 
proves that these t\;O :Alarnan' elemen~s were added in the Synaxary published 
with his 'Axo).ovOw m 1801 and obviously composed not long before in a 

12. Or the 'atheist nations of the Ilagarenes': B.M. MS fo 183h; m· 'the atheist Saracens': L.M. 
§5, .\11/Jr(l § J ( c) ; also for other reasons: C.!'. Kyrris in fl(!WCWai l:u11m,oio11 Kwr(!1w117c; 'faw(!iuc; 
(An>Y.OJ<Jl<X 2-3 Mutov /983), loannina, l ()8,J, pp. 17-10, espec. 38-40, and idnn in Rivi.,f(l di Studi 

i1izrwti11i eSfavi, IV, 1!)8-1, pp. 117-13'.l. 

J 3 . ... de; n)i, 'Og/lETLW' [ ='O(!pi,)wl'] ,1 lJ.ywc; Kwl'rnm1r'ivoc; <J UT(!UUWTl/c; (hut St. J\11xl'lllios was 

also a soldier): Sat has, p. 417. 
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naive, unhistorical style very similar to that of the ,\)'naxaries of others of the 
300 such as: St. Constantine of Ormidia (l July ) , St. A uxmtios (28 September), St. 
KendM.1 (6 October), etc. (sujna, §G, §7). St. Constantine's late 12th century 
wall-painting as a soldier-saint styled 'the junior ofOrmidia' on the S.E. pier of 
the church of St. Anthony at Kellia next to Orrnidia11 points to his being 
known as a military saint already before the date of his painting, and may argue 
for his identification suggested below, § 12, with a martyr of 838 AD. This ex­
cludes his being an 'Alaman' who came to Cyprus from Palestine with 299 oth­
ers. On the other hand there was no iconoclasm in the 7th century as claimed 
in St. Thcrapon's Synaxmy, and not of course in Germany! The destruction of 
altars and idols attributed to him and the tortures allegedly suffered by him 
(tearing off of his flesh and nails: sujmt, §G), are typical of innumerable 11u1rty,s 
of' the Early Christian period as they are exposed in their Lives published in 
the Acta Sandorwn [ =AASS] and the Mlym:; :I:m 1r1!;,a(!WT1jc;, and catalogued in 
the Bibliotlunt l lagiogm/Jhim Gmer·a [=Bf-IC] and the Bibliothem l lagiogmjJhim 
Latina [ =BI 11,]. \1Vhat may be partly historical arc the items of information in 
St. Thcrapon's two 'Byzantine documents' analysed above (sujJm, §5, §G); but 
still they lack any precision, and at least that in the Men. Basil. is based on 'old 
oral sources' and his icons, the first making him a 'Bishop martyred' at an un­
specified time 'in Cyprus', wherefrom his relics were taken to Constantinople 
before an 'Imminent Hagarcne attack', and the latter presenting him as 
'monk'. The 'AxoAou0ia seems to draw on these 'documents', but to the Arab 
context it adds the l)jJical Early Christian nwrtyrr/0111, whereas his ,\)'naxarium 
acids the 'Alaman' context and Iconoclasm, all three unattested in connection 
with St. Therapon. Most probably the model of the 'Cypriot' St. Therapon, of 
whom there arc several cult-places and feast days (14 May, 14 October, 25, 26, 
27 May, 2GJune), was St. Therapon ofSardeis in Lydia (AASSJ\llaii, 27, VI, G74, 
G80), a martyr under Valcrianus (253-2G0 AD.). According to his ,\)naxmies, 
he was tortured in several towns of Asia Minor before he was killed in Attalcia, 
wherefrom his relics and cult were brought to Cyprus. 1

' This story is similar to 
that or St. Mamas of Morphou, not 'oflicially' included among the 300 (§3, 
§ 17), and to that of Sts. Barnabas and I-lilarion of Peristerona Morphou (21 
October), who arc said by their mid-18th century Sy11flxruy to have been soldin:1· 
of 'Cappaclocian noble parents', who lived during the reign of Thcosodius II 
f 408-450 A.D.], left the army and became 'hermits in caves and mountains and 
holes in the earth'; they 'died almost fleshless in very old age' and their relics 
were brought miraculously to Stoma/ion near MmjJ/wu, wherefrom after some 
visions they were taken to 'Amodn l:v JtOAH Io1ctas; ... ITEQLOTE(llDVa' by a Lcon-
tios from the city of Solca; in the church built for them they healed many peo-

14. A &JA. S1yliano11, 'fl11, l'ai11fl'd 011m111's 11/C)/m1.1, Trigraph, London, 198.'i, p. •l:l7. 

l!i. I I. Dcleharc, 'Les Saints clc Chyprc', An/Joi/, '.!(i, 1!)07, pp. '.!•17-'.!-19. 



212 COSTAS P. KYRRIS 

ple. 11
; Like St. Therapon and St. Mamas this couple of saint-; originated in Asia 

Minor, not in Palestine! As for the 'blue eyes of the Carpassians' but not exclu­
sively those, they can be explained by the jus primae noctis and the hellcnisation 
and moslemisation of the Cypriot Latins who survived the massacre of the Ot­
toman expedition in 1570-1571, 17 and not by the hypothetical Goth 'residents' 
of Cyprus; these have nothing to do with the equally hypothetical 'Alaman' 
identity of the '300', who could never have arrived in Cyprus as a group (sujmi, 
§1). For Sabinus, epij1lianies, etc. see infra, §12, §31, etc. 

§10. Early Christian elements occur in many other cases of the 'known' 
300. In their Synaxaries some of them are said to have arrived in Palestine 
'from different places' ,18 but also unattestedly 'from Alamania' St. Auxentios, 
St. Kcndeas, St. Anastasios (Sathas, pp. 417,420,426) and the Sts. Hcliophotoi 
(infra, §18, etc.). Like the latter team, St. Auxcntios, though 'of unknown par­
ents, religion and time' [cf. St. Thcrapon, §6), appears as a soldier, in charge 
of 300 other soldiers who all 'broke with the earthly life' and 'from a coast 
sailed by ship with God's inspiration to the famous Cyprus'. St. Anastasios ap­
pears also as 'a soldier with 300 other Orthodox [soldiers] of Alamania'. St. 
Kcndcas became 'a monk in the desert of.Jordanes', where he lived on 'tender 
twigs' [like St. John the Baptist] in a cave. In St. Jonas' 'AxolovOia, however, 
this Saint is called "AAcx~tavlcxs To xMos, 6 TWV Kunglwv cj)WOTrlQ' and the likc 1

!
1
, 

an indication of an author different and probably later than that of St. Jonas's 
Synrzxarium, an author who, conforming to an established pattern, had to add 
the Almnan identity missing in the Synaxarium. St. Anastasios (17 Sept.) and 
his comrades arc 'dated' to the [Crusader period of the] 'Holy War allegedly 
made for [the liberation of] the holy pilgrimages; they lived a hermit's life in 
Cyprus, then under the Orthodox King[s], Alexios Comnenus [ 1081-1118] 
and his son.John [II 1118-1143 A.D.] ... They also came as soldiers with the rest; 
but seeing that in the fighting the Orthodox were maltreated by the Latins, 
abandoned the earthly military life and became soldiers of the celestial King 
[cf. infra, §31] and took up the arms of the monastic city in Cyprus, where they 
lived in deserts and mountains in affliction, being tempted by demons whom 
[like .J. Christ] they defeated with Christ's re-inforcement; due to their great 
virtue they became worthy of working many miracles both during their life and 
after death; thus until now [1779, the year of publication of his 'AxolovOia 
and ,\ynaxary] this divine Anastasios [at Peristcrona Messarias] shows himself a 

Hi. KE, B', 19'.~8, pp. 81-104, cspcc. pp. 97-99, 82-8G. 

I 7. C.P. Kyrris in' Enrn7uipoii K.E.E., XIII-VI, I, 1984-1987 [ 1988], pp. 255-2G8. 

18. St. Co11.1lr111ti111: Sathas, p. 423; St. !onm: KE, A', 1937, p. 122. Cf. also C.D. Cobham, l\xt1'1/1-

ta C)'jlri11, Cambridg-c, 1908, p. 222. Cf. sujmt, §9. 

l!l. KE, A', pp. 109, 129. 
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prompt healer to all those who visit his tomb with piety and faith'. 20 The inter­
calated 'Alaman' and Crusader elements cannot efface the Early Christian her­
mit environment of St. Anastasios's life, similar to that of the other 'known' 
300, such as exposed in the B.M. MS, L.M. and other 'sources' (supra, §1-§4) 
and their Synaxaries and 'AxolovOim. Worth noting is the teaching of piety in 
St. Anastasios's and all other Synaxaries and 'AxolovO{m. To create a team, the 
oral tradition of Peristerona says that from his cave St. Anastasios used to visit 
St. Heracleidios at Tamassos through an underground channel! 21 Similar to 
that of St. Anastasios is the story of St. Thyrsos in Carpassia (23 July) compiled 
in 1733 by Akakios (infra, §13: KJ:, IA', 1947 [1948], pp. 68-69, 53-74): though 
not included in the lists of the 300, he is called 'Alaman'. He may have been 
modelled on the one of the three martyrs of Nicomedia sub Decio (Dec. 14, 
BHG 3, II, p. 304 nos 1844z-1846e), or on Thyrsos one of the XXV martyrs of 
Nicomedia sub Maximiano (Aug. 26, BHG 3, I, pp. 7-8 nos 27-29), or on both. 

§ 11. All St. Auxentios' comrade 'soldiers scattered all over Cyprus and 
lived as hermits'; he reached Carpassos, where he lived as hermit in a cave at 
.Jutiurn, and for long years he performed many healings and miracles. Many 
years af'ter his death in the cave, not a martyr's death, some faithful from the 
villages of Kwftl] and Ncrnwxw~tl] found his 'fragrant relics' and after a quarrel 
as to where they should be taken to, they placed them on a coach driven by 
two oxen one from either village. Where they stopped, they built a 'beautiful 
church' for the Saint, where a yearly fair is held (28 Sept.: §16) and miracles 
are worked (Sathas, pp. 417-19). St. Kendeas's most naive Sy11axarium contin­
ues (cf. §10) by telling how an ascetic Ananias ordered him 'to extract [like.Je­
sus] a demon from an arkhon's son'; then he was ordained priest and entered 
a monastic cell (Aauga), which he abandoned for the desert; there [like Jesus] 
he chased another demon from a boy; then 'the leader of the Blemmyes [cf. 
§31] chased off that desert all the hermits'; they sailed to Paphos, where they 
smvived the wreckage of their ship; then they dispersed in different parts of 
the island. Kendeas first 'lived in a hut on a coastal precipice at Paphos', where 
he suffered from the devil, a robber and a woman who vainly tempted him; 
hearing that his 'fellow-hermit Jonas' was living at Nea Iustiniane, he went to 
meet him, '[like Jesus] healing the sick on his way to Mandres near Tracheias', 
where he took up his residence in a cave; failing to meet St. Jonas,.who, ac­
cording to his own Synaxmy, lived at 'Pergamos in the area of Tracheias, hav­
ing neither cave not tent nor hut' ,22 St. Kendeas saw St. Jonas being brought by 
an angel from his cell to his own cave; St. Kendeas then walked and found the 

20. Sathas, pp. ·12fi-42!); cf. Sts. Barnabas and Ililarion: KE, B', 1!)38, pp. 81-10-1 espec. 97-99 
and supra, *9; but they 'came' from Asia l\linor, not Palestine. 

21. C.!'. Kynis, KE, KZ', !!Hi'.~, pp. 187-188. 

22. KE, A', I 937, pp. !l4, 122, but cC p. 118. 
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f
. 

1 
•. friend, who verified the miracle; then 'he returned to his abode' 

cell o us . . . . 
. d worked many rmracles - healed th~ _ sICk,_ produced water m dry places, 
c1n 

I 
t r.11· n 2:1 There are many oral tracht1ons m the villages of Tracheias: Per-

broug r ' • . . c 

A
khna Lyssi, Ornmha, Xylotymbou, etc., presenting the three sainL~, 

garnos, ' . . , I . St Kendeas and St. Constantmos as a collaboratmg team. 
St. on,1s, • , 

§ 
12

_ In these traditions, whose style and method are the same as those of 
• . r·i·sts Sabinos (sujmt, §7) appears as 'King Sabinos of Tracheia who be-Synaxc1 . , . , . , , . 
l I St Constantmos on a plaque shown on the W. part of the church of 

he·1c ec • 
Pa~agia, 1112 rnil~s ~o the~- of A~lrna _(KI, ,A', pp. 93-94). H~ also ar~pears ;_1s 

1 
. Governor of Cyprus m the Eyxw~uov of Theodotos Bishop of Keryma 

~J;L ME', 1981, pp. 1-14), in the Uvesofthe late third-early fourth cc. Cypriot 
. ·t,yrs 'AflavaOLOS 'AvayvwOTY]S, ~Y]~ll']TQtaV()S, 'AQLUTO'XAfiS and <I>LA(l)Vt-

JTit.ll ' ' I • 

b 24 of whom ~rntYJTQWV0S should be identified with his namesake revered at 
Y]S, I • I "A 'H 1 '"' ' ' ' " Kophinou toget rer wit 1 YLOS gaxr..Elutos o Emoxonos, Aytoi; 

Aauolvnoc;, "Aywc; 'EArtt◊LOS, "Aywc:; XgtoTo<pogos and "AyLOS 'Ogfon1c:;
2
'; he 

is cl~arly distinguished from "AyLOc:; _~YJ~LY]TQtavc'is 6 'Enloxonos [of Khytroi­
Ku0gfo 885-91'.{ A.D., 6 November] m L.M. and Str., not quite in FI. B. and 
K pr. ( cf. below §22). Sabinos appears as the Governor of C)'Jn-us also in the .J xolovOfo rwv c1.yiwv ... cJat0/lUQT1!QWV 'lllwq)(1JTov, 'EnaqJQoMwu, 'AflflWViov, 
XovlElaiov xai E11aOEviov ... I I' 'lovliov, ... h Xagoygcxqiou wu 1836 ... cv Tfi 
Movfi nov 'Ay. 'HAtocpoH(l)V 'Axrguc:;,26 where he orders their beheading after 
cruel tortures with 'raw bulls's nerves' and imprisonment. But in the fifth cen­
tmy 'Actes apocryphes de Saint Heracl!de de Chypre disciple de l'ap6trc Bar­
nabc' _27 he appears as a pagan destroymg a Christian church in the mid-first 
century A.D., always an enemy of Christianity. The model of all these Sabinoi 
must have been the historical Praeses of Cyprus Antistius Sabin us (283-1 May 
30f>).2H His early Christian date, at the crucial time of Diocletian, when the last 
great persecution took place, made him the archetypical persecutor, though 
not the only one, for the Cypriot Synaxarists. So Sathas' exquisite identifica­
tion (su/Jm, §7) is unfounded. - Our St. Kendeas (no. 2065 of the /JHG :I, I, p. 
1,r,, 6 October) can hardly be identified whith any of the six Cendeuses of the 
MSS, all martyrs: one in Africa (1\ilartii 9, II, 3*); another in Bulgaria (Maii 10, 
II, 5f>7); a third in Nicornedia (!anuarii 20, II, 557); a fourth Cindeus M. Per-

23. Sathas, pp. 420-42'.1; KE, IX, 19-15 [191G], pp. 38-42, and X, 191G [1948], pp. 78-81. 

24. C.P. Kyrris in MEyrU17 KP;ruwx17 'Eyxvxlo1wtoda [=MKE], I, 1!)8,1, p. 218, 2, 1985, p. 287. 

25. B.M. MS fo l 8Ga, L.l\l, §32, FI. B. p. '.l, Str. p. 13 and Kypr. p. 352, in the last two mispunc-

tuatccL 
26. Ed. by Kharal. l'apadopoullos, Nicosia, 192G, p. 20. 

27. Anlioll, 82, 1-2, 1%4, p. JM. 

28. Documented in T.B. Mitford-1.K. Nirnlaou, The Gmtk and Latin Insoif1tio11sfrom Salmnis, Ni­
cosia, 1\174, pp. 6!-G4, IGG-IG8. 
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gac in Pamphylia (Au6ritsli l, I, 21); a fifth Cindeus Presb. M. Sidae (!ulii 11, II, 
18G, 177); and the last Cendeus, one of the XL Sebasteni Martyres sub Licinio 
[311-323 A.D.] (Martii 11, II, 3). Perhaps he is a conflation of some or all of 
them. St. Ionas (11 Oct.), could be identified with Jonas Prcsb. in monastcrio 
S. Sabac in Palaestina (AASS Sej,tembris 21, VI, 270). St. Constantinos the soldi­
er (l July), could be identified with Constanlinus Drungarius one of the Mar­
tyres XLII Amorienscs + 838 (Mart. G: BHG \ I, p. 125 and II, p. 99 nos 1209 -
1214c; cf. p. 51 and AA.SS Marlii 6, I, 456, 457). Note his absence in the B.M. 
MS ancl first mention in L.M. §32, which may indicate a late addition. So the 
grouping of the three 'Tracheias' Saints as a team living there at the same time 
is an arbitrary concoction due to the hagiographers. 

§ 13. The uncritical methods of these unhistorically-minded pious people 
arc best illustrated in the .\)naxarium of St. Sozomcnos composed in 1733 by 
Akakios, who states that 'he draws on the oral traclitions of Carpassia', accord­
ing to which 'St. Auxentios was the chief advisor of St. Sozomenos', their caves 
being next to each other, and they met and talkecl occasionally [like the 'Tra­
cheias thn:e' Saints, sujnn, § 11, § 12], 'St. Auxentios departing for his cave on 
Sat urclay evening'?' The team or two is thus creatccl most naturally, although 
in other centres of St. Sozomenos's cult - Potamia, Astromerites, Davlos - he 
appears alone (cf. infra, §30). His prototype was probably Sozomenus Eleymo­
synarius, who livecl 'at the time of Cyriacos the bishop of.Jcrnsalcm';:m this fits 
the general context of the B.M. MS, in particular the St. Helen story, in which 
a central part is played by Judas Cyriacos.:11 So St. Sozomenos fulfils the claim 
or the B.M. MS ancl the authors following it, that he was from Palestine like the 
other '299', many of whom, however, were not; but what came to Cyprus was 
his cult and not he himself since he had allegedly died in Palestine long before 
the Arab period, in the fourth century (BHG :i as n. 30). So his case too dis­
proves the other claim of the above 'sources', that he and his '299 comrades' 
came all at the same time to live in the islancl in that period. This, added to 
the chronological distance among many of the 300 (suj,m, §I), and their var­
ied provenience, not only Palestine (cf. §9), points to the story of the 300 be­
ing a gradually developing symbolic legencl similar to many others about real, 
half~real or unreal groups of saints and especially martyrs - one of the 'pillars' 
of Cyprus' sanctity and eternity (rnjmt, ~2 and infra, §31). Before we elaborate 
011 these points we shall study briefly some more cases of lmms and their act a. 

§ 14. Sts. Kalandios, Agapios and Barlaam at Arocles could never have come 
together to Jiye there: St. Kalandios seems to be Calendinus Martyr in Africa 
(AASS Aj,rilis, 26, III, 415, 420), whose feast day is the same as at Arodcs, per-

2\l. KE, XI, I\J-17 [1948], pp. 108-I0!l, cf. pp. xff-Afi', tE'-101:'. 

:l0. BJ/(; :I, III, 197:l, p. 181 no. I :122s. 

'.ll. S11/na, ~I (b): fos 170a - 177b, cL.J.W. Drij,·ers, as in ~I, 11. 2, pp. IG5-180. 
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.. 29 JI 946-947, 

} · f d · · · I 1· (AASS Januarzz, ·, ' 1aps con use with Calendmus Martyr m ta 1a • • XL Seba-
III 

r,5 ) · · • • · fthe Martyres • 
, ~ 1 ot the fourth c., and/or with Kilandms, one O 

_12080. Cf. AASS 
stem sub Licinio (Mart. 9 in the BHG'.\ II, pp. 97-99 nos 

1201 
l lSS ·ti1 cl the • • f the I 1 • • ' 

Martii, 9, II, 12-29, p. 19). Out of the numerous Agap!OI 
O 

• L{ Ihde [sub 
B}-_IG " A · · · · A • M Edessae 1n 1 e ' , our gap1os ma)' be identified with gap1us • • ( •1, • 1 p 95 • . f Bassa z JU., • • 
Maxnmano] of the BHG :1 I p 10 one of the three sons 

O 
• A ·t St ' , . ' . n 21 ugus • • 

nos 268-270b, Aug. 20 21) because she is feasted m Cyprus 
O 

• n·t)' be , ' • d . St Miseucos, I ' 
B~rlaam, now f~rgotten at Arodes or rather rename as • rus::12 "Oobtou 
Ins namesake feasted on 19 November by the Church of Cy~ X ocpo­
TTgocprp:ou, Bag11.aa~t (+304) xaL 'H11.t0bwgou, 'AvOiµou, ea>:11.i:11.~tolu,_ 11QL~~own 
n E' rh ' , - , , , , St Ag·tp!OS IS oC,l Y ,,,ou, u'+'ri~uai; xm i;wv i;i:xvwv aunilv µagi;ugwv • • ' 1 • . .. •opln-
. 1 · "A ' ' , , 's.. • nd frorn us s,trc ' a so as ytoc:; Ayanriuxoc:; or 'Ayanric:; or AyamuY]c:;, a • • •• , . A ·odes pieces a1 e 
gus on the N. side of the church of the three Samts at r • I •. 
I

. cl .. . k 1·· I ved fJerson, w 10 is 
c 11ppe off, powdered and introduced into the dnn ° ,l O 

• • 1 1 , 
tl l 

. , . tl e· s·t111e is done wit 1 t ie 
1en expectec to reetprocate the donors pass10n; 1 ·' :1:1 

.. . I . 1· . . . . . . • re! with a person. 
s,trcop ugus o St. M1set1cos on the S. side to cause ,t qu,tr • 
·1·1 · A n not far from us custom seems to imitate a similar one at Fontana moro ·' . • • 

A 1 
•11 , • 1- hying a loiklonc 

roe es.· fhe three samt team was here reduced to two or P' 
role on first sight different from that of others of the 300 (healings, etc.); !>ut 
. c: I . I I . ' . I , , pected from saints 
m 1 act t us >e ongs to the same general class of rnirac es ex 
by popular piety. 

§l r; S 'fl 11 1 · ( § • b cl· c . • •ts o"cJLoc;with Ste-.>. t. 1a e ,uos see, 14), 1s also cele rate m yprus' • . • • 
phanos omoc:; etc. on 27 February (EHK 1993, p. 85): He was an 'asceta_i~ Syna 
saec. V' (Febr. 27, no. 1709 of the BHG \ II, p. 266 == AASS Felmwrzz 

27
: III, 

680); but there was another Thallelaeus martyr Aegis in Cilicia sub Numen.~no 
[283-284 A.D.], Maii 20' (nos. l 707-l 708d of the BHG \ I, p. 26, Aurtarzwn 
BHG :1 [ ==Al1HG :1], 1969, p. 178 no. 1708, and AASS Maii 20, V, l 78*), 'Th. 
medicus M. Aegis', identical with that in the EHK 1993, P· 143, 20 May 
('0aAA.i:11.aiou ~tagi;ugoc:; (+284), Ntx~i;a, 'Iwavvou, 'Io1or1<j) ooi<DV. 'Avaxo~ubY] 
i;GJV AEL1pavwv wu 'Ayiou Ntxo11.aou wu tv Mugmc:;'). St. Houlelaios, one of 

th
e 

Sts. Heliophotoi, who are all called 'Alamans' in their Synaxmy of 1836 (as su­
jml, § 12, p. 19), is an obvious corruption of Thallelaios martyr Aegis. St. Helio­
photos, unknown to the BHG J and the AASS, is a 'purification' of' At.t<p<1nr1c:;, 
his folk name ("Aytoc:; <J)Qntoc:; > "Aytc:; <JJwi;ric:; > 'A11.tq>o>n1c:;), that took place be­
fore the 13th c. when the B.M. MS was written or copied (sujml, l) since it also 
spells him 'Hhocponoc:;. This "Ayt0c:; <JJwnoc:; must be the same as 'St. Photios 

32. 'Ex,d.17aiwmx11v 'I l/ffQO}.<,ywv K11JrQOV [ =EHK] 1993, [Nicosia, 1993], p. 220. 

'.13. Rupert Gunnis, Ilistoric Cyprus, London, 193G, p. 177; G. Karouzis in 'O </JtAEAL"IJ01"QOc;, !i 

April 1983, p. 8. 

3,1. A, described by Gunn is, pp. 392-391; cf. K.l'. Hadjioannou in Au.oyua</HXIJ K1,:ruoc;, '.\I, 
1981, pp. 9-20 and P.W. Wallace in' EJrcTIJQic; wO K.E.E., Xii, I 983, pp. 233-21'.1. 
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near Athienou; and they call the manor St. Photis and the feast is 18 July· l , , anc 
he works many miracles and is one of the 300 in L.M. §34. The EHK 1993 
166 calls him '<l>w1fou ootou TWV Kun:giwv' [with "Ov17oup6gou ~t.: 
CXOX~CTUVTOt; n:aga TO XWQLOV 'Avagb:a Tllt; ETIUQXLUt; lla<j)ou', 18 July], a~ 
though, like all the Akhera Saints, he is considered a martyr (supra, §12). This 
possibly points to confusion or conflation of the Akhera and Athienou St. Pho­
tios (and of most of the 23 toponyrns in the Comj,lete Gazetteer of Cyj1rus, I, Nico­
sia, 1987, pp. 60-61) with another St. Photios martyr, either the one of the Mar­
tyres LX (vel LXIII) ab Agarenis occisi Hierosolyrnis sub Leone [III] Isauro 
[717-741] Oct. 21: lJ!JG\ II, p. 101 nos 1217, 1218, cf. II, p. 208, or with the 
one celebrated on 12 August in the EI-EK 1993, p. 180: 'cI>on:lou, 'Avvx.1iwu 
(+350), TTa~tcplAou xaL Kan:l·wwoi; µagi:ugwv, LEQylou xaL L,i:cpavou ooiwv." 
The former's Palestinian origin would argue in his favour as the model or the 
Akhera and Athienou St. Photios. Eusthenios (or Afxouthenios in the B.M. 
MS, L.M., and other 'sources'), equally missing in the nI-IC:1 and the AASS, is 
probably a corruption of L<uo0EVYJ£, celebrated on 8 December in the J~HK 
1993, p. 228: ' ... L0)00Evoui;, 'An:onw, K11tjlci, TUXLXOU, 'Enucpeo6lwu, Kuloaeoc; 
xaL 'Ovri mcpoQOU 'AnomoAWV ... '36 

• 

§15a. According to his lGth century Synaxary appended to his 'J\}{oAovfJ[u 

briefly analysed by Magda M. Kitromilidou, 'Avcxofrcx, '/awu[a }{C1t llcxoc1.c)omJ, 
Nicosia, 1 ~)92, pp. 17-20, St. Onesiphoros was an 'auguslalios that is to say first 
captain' of the Byzantine fleet; only the flag-ship with him and ten comrades 
Slllvivecl a disaster; they arrived at the port of the 'Metropolis Pamphos', 
wherefrorn they moved to the hinterland; Onesiphoros went to the 'xw~lYJV 
aui:11v i:f]i; 'Avae1iu6()(;' where he lived as hermit, died and was buried; he 
worked miracles both during his life and after death. At Anarita there is a 
small church of the Ottoman period named after him, now ruined, but his re­
lics have not been found. On Monday after Easter a fair or all neighbouring vil­
lagers was held and games were played, including the KtAli:uv. All these ele­
ments point to a saint who could be one or the 300, and his name might have 
been included in the list in the missing fos or the B.M. MS 34554. Note the By­
zantine milita1y identity of the Anarita Saint, but also his connection with St. 
Photios in the 1,1-/K 1993, p. 166, 18.July, and with Sosthenes [=Afxouthenios] 
ibid., p. 228, 8 December, where, however, he is called an Apostle. Another 
connection is attested in an 18th centmy icon in the church of Anarita depict-

35. er. /!ff(; :l, II, p. 209 nos 1512-1544 r, Auclariwn l!HG \ p. 159 nos l!i42-l543, and ;\;\SS 

1\11g11sti 12, II, 1705. 

,Hi. er. J:uva!;.cxuwn7c; TWV Ll woriw M17vw1 1 wi) 'Evuwwfi by Mauricius, eel. by Nicodemos 
I Iagioreites, Athens, 18G8, pp. 282-283, 8 December: 'ftV~[lfl niiv c'ty[wv rrrv,E 'Arroun1:\.oiv niiv 70, 
L,m0rvou~, 'Arro:\.t,LJJ, K11<j>u, Kn[oago~ xai 'Errnqigoblrnu' quoting l'hilifilJ. 2, 25 icf. l'hili/1/1. 4, 18]. 
The connection of Sosthml's with others of the 70 [ or 72] disciples is not fortuitous [ cf. infra, § 18-
§20]. 
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ing '"Ayt0c:; 'Agnlrttoc:; - "Aytoc:; 'OvrioLcjlogoc:;' (M. Kitromilidou, p. 19 n. 13). 
Local tradition says that he was born at Anarita, and in his 'Axo-1.ovOfo he is 
called "Avag~uboc:; xauxri fta xaL ITcxwpou ayAa°Lorm'. This is a typical confu­
sion of several traditions. 

§ 16. St. Ammonios, another of the Sts. 1-Ieliophotoi ( § 12), should be iclen­
tifiecl with Ammon martyred with Alexander the student of Origenes at Solia::17 

both were among the eleven Cypriot saints adopted by the Latin Church of Cy­
prus in 1248: 'Sanctos Barnabam, Epiphanium, Hilarionem, Nicanorem, Ty­
chicum, Iasonem [ =Mnasonem] et Spyridionem, Aymonem [=Ammonium], et 
Alexa11cln1m, Potamium et Nemesium' ,3" all of the Early Christian era. St. Alex­
ander is the same as his namesake of the 300 feasted at Axylou with 'St. Khari­
ton and another Epiphanios', a team of three according to L.M. §32, FI. B. p. 
34 (Chareste for Khariton), Str. p. 13, and Kypr. p. 352 who locates all three at 
Kurdaka hy mispunctuation and changing Xagb:oiv into Xcgag[n1c;, whereas 
the B.M. MS fo 18Gb has Alexander alone at Axylou: the missing team is creat­
ed hy L.M. or his source through the addition of two others, Sts. Khariton and 
Epiphanius. Ammon and Alexander arc celebrated on 9 February as Cypriot 
martyrs with 'Ammon and Philagrios bishops of Cyprus' (/,HK 1993, p. 79). St. 
Khariton must be 'Chariton ab. in Palaestina sacc. IV in., Sept. 28' (nm, 300z-
301 of the Bf-!(;\ I, p. 106 and Auctariwn /J!IG\ p. 4G nos 301, 301c), celebrat­
ed in Cyprus 011 that clay (Sept. 28: /~l!K 1993, p. 199): 'XaQLTcnvoc:; bpoAoyrJTOU 
(+350), Bcxgoux ITgocjlt]TOU, Au~EVTLOU TOU KUJtQLOU oulou' (cf. sujmt, §I 1). Diki­
goropoulos:l!I suggests that the coincidence of St. Auxentios's and St. Khari­
tcm's l'cast day (Sept. 28) points to the latter being one of the formcr's 'com­
panions'; which would mean that St. Khariton really came to Cyprus, 
something not attested. What is sure is that St. Khariton's cult was brought 
over from Palestine to Cyprus as indicated by the name of a village bearing his 
name in N.W. Carpassia and another five toponyms listed in The ComjJlde Gazet­
teer of Cyjnus, I, 1987, p. 61. 

§I 7. The model of our St. Auxentios must have been his namesake 'prcsb. 
in Bithynia + c. 470 - Fcbr. 14' (JJHG\ I, p. 73 nos 199-203c and Auctarium 
BHC \ p. 37, nos 202, 203c) . 10 The latter was an intrepid cavalryman distin­
guished in milita1y expeditions 'all over the inhabited earth, putting an end to 
the barbarians' attacks' during the reign of Theodosios II [ 408-450 A.D.], 

,\7 . .J. l lackett-Kh.l. Papaioannou,' luwoiu nlc; 'Oo0o,\,5!;ou 'Ex:Y.J..1wfoc; nlc; l<11:ruo11, B', Piraeus, 
1927, p. I 7.'i llOS 11, I 7. 

,\8. I I. Delchayc as n. 8, pp. 2'.1'.1-235. 

39. A.I. Dikigornpoulos, Cyjnm '/Jp/wixt Greeks a11d Sammzs' J\./), 647-965, !'h. D. Thesis, Ox­
ford, 1%1, p. :\,JJ. 

-10. Cf. l'.-1'. Joannou, /)h110110/01;ie /10/mlairr - 'dhnonologil' rrilique au Xie sihlr, /,a viP i11Mil1' de S. 
J\ux1'///'1'par 1\1. l'sellos, 0. Ilarrassowitz, Wiesbaden, 1971, espec. pp. 53-150. 
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whom his paternal uncle accompanied in the campaigns, one out of many of 
his family who 'had brilliant posts in the army catalogues'; his weapon was 'di­
vine protection' and 'not the arms made of metal'; so his 'love of God since 
childhood' led him to choose 'fighting against the spiritual enemies' and with 
three friends, all 'disciples of the Gospel' placed themselves under the guid­
ance of the anchorite John, who lived 'standing, enclosed from all sides on a 
solid stone II in the seventh zone of this life at the Hebclomon [seven miles 
from Constantinople, famous for its military camp] regarding the eighth [ =the 
future life]'; by fasting and attending mass and praying they achieved the ere­
rnitic status, in which St. Auxentios became famous for outspokenness, strug­
gle against the demons and other kinds of miracle-working, first in 'Byzan­
tium' [ =Cple] and tl1en, to avoid theological strife, on the 'mountain' near 
Khalkeclon named after him, standing 011 a rock called 'Oxeia', where he lived 
in extreme poverty and privation, and he died at an advanced age. His relics 
were vainly claimed by a monaste1y and a church: they were delivered to a 
nunnery established by the Saint, where they continued miracle-working. 1

~ A 
military career, turn to e1·emetism, life in extreme pious hardship 011 a rock/in 
a cave, the claiming of his relics by two entities, monasteries/villages, and their 
delivery to a third, are motif~ common to M. Psellos' and to our St. Auxentios's 
Life, like miracle-working (sujmt, §7, §8, § l 0, § 11); whereas the team concept 
occurs only in the former; but it is widespread in the '.rn0's Lives and oral tradi­
tions, and it occurs also in the ,~vnaxary of St. Sozomenos which draws on oral 
sources. This makes 'St. Auxentios the chief advisor of St. Sozomenos' (sujmt 

§ 13) and so presents a two-person team instead of the five-person team in the 
Life of St. Auxentios by M. Psellos, which, however, seems to have been based 
on historical facts though slightly distorted and confused,u rather than on the 
Biblical team-motif (sufmt, §1, §6, §9, §11, §12, §13, §14, §15, §Hi and inji-a, 

§30). 
§18. A~ for the military career, it is as soldiers that appear St. Constantine 

of Ormidia, St. Anastasios, Sts. Barnabas and Hilarion of Peristerona Morphou 
( sufmz §8, §9, § 10, § 12), but also the five cimo~tag,ugEi; Sts. Heliophotoi both 
in their Synaxary and in their 'Axolov0ia (as cited in § 12, pp. 7, 9, 13, 18, 21, 
23). The latter are said to have been 'represented in an [ old] dim icon [in the 
monaste1y] ... wearing outside red garments like soldiers' all except St. Helio­
photos; still each one is described diflerently: 'St. Hel. was tall with a long 
beard like St. Basil, holding the Gospel and blessing like a priest; Epaphroditos 

11. A sleepless monk, dxo11111roc;, cf. Robin Lane Fox, l'agrms and Christians, London, 1986, pp. 
415-41G. 

42 . .Joannou, f)h110110/ogil', pp. 57-(i0, (i(i-78, 13-1-1'.-\8 [flns.], 12-1-127, 147 [fins.], and PP· 78-132 
/Hts1imand fins. on pp. l3G-l50. 

,1,>. P.-P.Joa1mou, 0/1. cit., pp. 57, G8-7I, l'.-15-1% !fins.]. 

,_ 
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. . 
1
- 1 b ard like St. Artemon, Epaphroditos hold-

and Arnmomos young with a 1tt e e cl A • · , 
1 

h' f shepherd of the team, an mmomos 
mg a shepherd s crook as t 1e c ie 1 1 • 
1 

1 
. 

1 
· utside a red garment; Hou e aios and Eu-

110 dmg only a cross, bot 1 weanng o . ·c • 
} · J'k St Mamas [of Morphou, d. supra, §9, §3; accord-

st 1en1os were very young 1 e • ' ' . . . . • . 
· 

1 1 
d' . 

1 
employed by hun ,is the shepherds of Ins 

mg to oca tra 1t10n, t 1ey were . 
£1 k ] h l cl ments ()utside like soldiers. We know not how 

oc 's ; t ey a so wear re gar • . , . 
I } f l 1. d' (p 23) In their 'rebmlt church there 1s a mod-
ong eac 1 one o t 1em 1ve • • . , . 
• · · · 1 17 h t 1ry fr·igments and an icon of Madonna of the e1 n 1conostas1s wit 1 t cen t , 

R tl t f
. cl , (I t 17tl1 c) and a rock-cut tomb with some bones. 41 

ose 1a never a es a e • ' 
Only two of the Sts. Heliophotoi are depicted in Cyprus churcl~es: (a) St. Thal-
lelaios as martyr in that of St. Nicholas of the Roof a_t Kakopet1:a ( ea_rly 11 th c. 
AD.), and in that of Panagia Phorbiotissa tes Asmou ~1t N1ket,~n (1 !05/G 
A.D.),➔''and (b) St. Epaphras [confused with St. Epaphr~d1tos? s:e znfra] m the 
church of Panagia Amasgou at Monagri with Sts. P_lnlagnos_ and Z:r~on ( encl ~>f 
the 12th c.: ibid., p. 243). The Akhera team are said by the1_r 183b ,~ynaxmy (111 
their 'AxoAovO{a as in §12, p. 10) to have been part of 300 of Alamania, 
whence they went 'to free [as fighters] Jerusalem from t~1e barbarians'; having 
defeated them, they left the Holy City for the desert of Jordan, whence they 
sailed for their fatherland; but their ship was driven to the port of Paphos, 
where it was broken by the wind; they survived and scattered all over Cyprus, 
the five Heliophotoi at Akhera on the mountain of Korone. This is a version of 
the story of other 'Alamans' (sujmt, §3, §6, §7, §10, §11, §15). 

§19. St. Epaphroditos, one of the Sts. Hcliophotoi (§12), was modelled on 
"Ena<j:>g6bt toV tOV abEA<j:>ov xcxi (JUVEQYOV xai CTUCTtQCI.TlllHYJV ~lOU [ of St. Paul], 
uµwv Or. [twv cf>tALJtJtY)CTL(JJV] Q.Jt()OtoAOV xcxi AELtougyov' (PhilijJjJ. 2, 25, cf. 4, 18, 
cf. AASS Martii 22, III, 369). In the B.M. MS fo I86a-b he is one of the Akhera 
team partly different from those in the 'AxoJovO{a (§12): 'Etc:; trJv 'AXEQCXV 6 
"Aytoc:; 'HALCl<pWtoc:;, 6 "Aytoc:; AusouOtvLOc:; XCXL 6 "Aytoc:; TTmpvounoc:;'. In L.M. 
§32 we read: 'Eic:; t~V 'AXEQUV o "AyLOc:; 'HALClcj>wtoc:;, o "Aytoc:; AusouOi:vto~ 6 
"Aytoc:; TTcxµcpoOttrJc:; [='Encx<j:>g6bttoc:;], 6 "Ayt0c:; TTcx(µ)~ti:ywtoc:; ·x.cxi o "A)~'oc; 
I_Jacpvounoc:;, o "Aywc:; Kougvoutac:;'. In FI. B. p. 34: 'a Achiera, santi Heliogho~ 
t1, Afxuthenio, Pammegisto, Paphnutio, et Cornuta' [who is missing in the 
B.M. MS]. In Str. p. 13 by mispunctuation the team is separated from 'Achie­
ra', _ [which is given wrongly as the locality of the Sts. Barnabas and Hilarion of 
l:e1:ist~~on~ Morphm~, sujmt §9]: 'Sant_o Iliophotog, Santo Auxuthencio, Santo 
I afochtis, San Pameg1sto, San Pacgnutio, Santo Burnuda [=Curnuta] '. Kypr 
1S2· '·' ' ' ' 1 'r1, 'c , , , , • p. - • ·, EL£ axEQctV, l]/1.lO'P(J)t()c:;, EsOU0EvLOc:;, EJta<j:>goOttoc:;, Jtcxµ~ti:ywtoc;, xcxi, Jt(X-
cpvouuoc:;'. 'Ena<j:>g6btt0<; is mentioned as Bishop of 'Axn7 'AQyE{wv (ne-lr 
~~antl~o~1) by !{ypr. p. 100, who on p. 357 mentions an 'EncxcpgMittoc:; Tcxwio~u 
,ls partICipan t m the 4th Ecumenical Council of Khalkedon ( 45 l). But Est. de 

44. R. Gttnnis, llisfmit Cyjm1s, 1936, pp. 222-22'.t 

45. A &J. Stylianott, The l'aintl'll Churches of C)jm11, London, 19852, pp. 55, 133. 
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Lusignan (Descrij1tion, 1580, fo 47a-o) says: 'Epaphras, diet des Grecs Epaphro­
dite, l'un des septante deux disciples, ... fit compagnie a sainct Paul' citing Co­
loss. [ 1, 7: 'E!taOmE a:n:o 'E:n:a<jiga rniJ ayamp:oiJ ouvi'JouAou ~µwv, oi:; £OU 
mm:oi:; u:n:i:g U!lWV i'ilaxovoi:; rniJ XgwrniJ', cf. 4, 25 and Philem. 23], and stating 
that some claim that 'E:n:a<jigai:; or 'E:n:a<jigoi'JL toi:; was 'Euesque des Actes des Ar­
giues'; that others say that St. Paul had written to 'H(e)raclie [='HgaxAd-6t0i:;] 
... successeur de Sainct Barnabe en l'Archeuesche de Salamine, qu'il eust ,t sa­
crer Auxebe Romain, Euesque de Solie, et Epaphras de Paphe, en laquelle ii 
est rnort' (cf. fo lGa). This episode is told in §13 of the Gth century BLoi:; xat 
JTOAll:da toU ... Au~LOLOU 'AQXLEJTLOXOJTOU ... LOAL<Xi:;, 17 Sept,!(; which uses the 
apoCl)'phal Acts of St. Barnabas 17 and is itself 'apocryphal' too: St. Paul is said 
lo have sent 'E:n:a<jigai:;, Tuxtxoi:; and others to 'St. Heracleidios the Archbishop 
of the island' with a letter asking him to appoint the first as Bishop of Paphos, 
the second of Neapolis [ =Lemessos], and Auxibios of Soloi. 

§20. The confusion of 'E:n:acpgcxi:; with 'E:n:a<jigoc\vroi:; attributed to 'the 
Greeks' by Lusignan must be a late development, since in the B.M. MS fo 18Gb 
he is distinct from the latter (in § 18, § 19 sufmL): 'Eti:; 1:~v to:n:oOEOL<XV tolJ Tin­
AmxuOgou () ciyt0i:; 'E:n:n<jigai:; EX TCDV EOOO[l~XOVTCX a:n:001:oAwv'. His cull al Palai­
kythron exists no more, but al 'the village [of] Nesos his tomb and holy Head' 
were still to be seen at the time of Kyprianos (' faTO(!ta, 1788, p. 246), who, like 
Lusignan (sujml, §18), calls him "E:n:mpgai:; ri 'E:n:acpgobtrni:; cvni:; c'mo toui:; o' 
wx011nxi:;' quoting Coloss. too. His tomb as described in 193G by R. Gunnis (Hi­
storic Cyjm1s, p. 355) was 'a Hellenistic tomb turned into a buried chapel... [it] 
contains a marble sarcophagus ... with a large Byzantine cross cut in relief on 
the lid ... an inner shrine [with] an altar ... mural paintings ... commemorated on 
Dec. 9th', but in the W-lK, 8 Dec., he is called 'Emx<jigoi'iltoi:; (sufm1, §15)! For 
similar tombs cf. Arocles in § 14; St. I-Ieracleidios near Kophinou, infra §22; Sts 
Orestes and Reginos at Kophinou and Phasoulcia in §24; St. Auxibios in §28. 
St. Paphnutios is most probably modelled on 'Paphnutius et socii DXLVI mm. 
in Aegypto sub Diocletiano', 20 April. 18 St. Pammegistos is unknown both to 
the 11/J(; :i and the AASS; he may be either a symbolic fiction, the Greatest of 
Saints, or a corruption of some similar name [ =?]. St. Curnutas is identifiable 

4G. Publishecl by Ath. Papageorghiou,'O "Aywc; A 1li;{owc;-, Nicosia, I D(i9, p. 21. J. Noret, An­
/ioll, I 04, :l-1, I !J8G, pp. ,145-45 I dates the 'B[os' between GOO and (i49 and refers to the use in it of 
the term' A(lXlErr[oxorros, but he ignores iL~ occurrence in Cyprus already in an inscription of 5'.1:l 
A.D.: C.!'. Kyrris, /lisfOI)' of Cyjm1s, Nicosia, 1985, pp. 170-171; idem, in 'Em:n1u{,)a Kivruov 
M1Jnwv 'hu1Zc; Mm,qc; K1,xxoP, 2, l 9!l:l, pp. IG-1-17,1. 

•17. n1·u[(l(fot xai /1<1(}Tl!(}WI' wii 'Ayiov B<X[JWJ.Vu TOI! 'A;wanUou, eel. Lipsius-Bonnet, Arla 

J\j)()s/olon11nAf)()t/)'/Jlta, II, 2; II. Delchaye, 'Saints de Chypre', J\11/io/l, 2(i, l!l07, pp. 2'.1G-2'.\9. 

18. Sept. 24, 25, nos 1418z - 141 !Ja of the BI JG :l, II, p. l(j!} and the 1\1!/IG :I, p. l 4(i no. 14 I 9a; 
cf. J\J\SS St/1/nnlnis 24, VI, G81, and J,'J/K, p. 129 ( I !l April) and p. I 98 (25 Septembe1'). 
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with 'Cornutus M(artyr) Iconii in Lycaonia 12 Sept'. 1
'
1 There are 17 entries of 

his in The Comj1lele Gazetleer of Cyjmts, I, 1987, p. 48, 7 being in Nicosia district, 
though not in Akhera. In the church of St. Mamas at Louvaras St. Curnutas is 
clepi~ted with the 'Ah1man' St. Therapon a_ncl t~iree other saints,"0 whereas in 

l 
.. Palestinian icon of 1879 at Lapethos he 1s pamted walled in a cave together 

US . , SI 
with the 'Seven [Sleepmg] Boys •• 

§21. The B.M. MS fo 186a mentions another team worshipped at Kophinou 
·11ag.re: 'b ayto:; 'Hga.XAELO£ b brloxorto:;, 6 ciyto:; J\uugi:vno:;, 6 ayLO:; 'E1u1:ioto:;, 

VI L 1 < O 'O I e. ~, A I ' b ciyto:; Xgwwcj)ogo?, o cxyt0:; grni:~:;, o cxyto~ til7~ll7l:QLCXV0:;: same in L.M. 
§32, Fl.B. p. 34, but m Str. p. 13 by m1spunctuat10n they are all located at Lcv­
~orniati, whereas Cofirni [ = Koep[ vou] is connected with St. Epiphanios (infra); 
Kypr. P· 352 loc,1tes 'Hgcxxt,EL£ [sic] , alone at ,Kopl~inou, and_ "~A3:dbto:;, 
Xgunocpogoi;, 'Ogrnn1:; xm ~l7~ll7l:QLUVO£' at sn,cxbcx. St. Her;~~le10s IS 1clcnti­
cal with St. Heracleidios Bishop of Tamassos known from the hf th c. Attes Afm­
ayjihr's de Saint _I-!rmdide ... ,. as in § 12 .,~ujmt.''~ His feast_ c!ay, 17_ S:ptembcr, _the 
same as that of St. Anastas1os (sujmt, §10) and that of St. Aux1b1os (sufmt §18, 
in/m §25-§28), both 'Alamans' of the 300, cannot be fortuitous (c[ lfflK 1~!93, 
p.· J 9G, 17 Sept.). His 'Actes' incorporate dubious traditions covering a hardly 
definable historical nucleus'':1 which are connected with other Cypriot Saints' 
legends elated to the Apostolic Age by their fifth - sixth century authors.'• 1 At 
least one or the 'Actcs'' heroes, 'father [St.] Mnason the teacher' (I\) Oct.) 
and successor of St. Heracleidios in the see of Tamassos,''" is known from the 
Ar:ts, 21, 2G as the host of St. Paul in his house near Caesarea in Palestine. In 
the 'Actes' (pp. 147, 151, 153, IG5, 169) he appears as one of a team or early 
Christian missionaries in the area of Tamassos, all akin to one another, whose 
centre was a cave or cell as in the legends or the '.HlO. The alleged 'author' 
Rhodon claims to have received order from bow:; 0u'Jbwgoi; to record the 
deeds of Sts. Heracleidios and Mnason (pp. 139-40) and to have been chosen 
by St. 1-Ieracleidios as St. Mnason's successor (p. 169). 

§22. St. Theodoros is not unknown as said by Hal kin (p. 1 '.HJ n. 2): he is St. 
Theodoros or Politiko ( 4 Oct.) who is said by the obviously 17th - 18th cc. Syn-

1!l. ,\ASS Stj,tnnlnis 12, IV, !l, martyred in 2:i8 A.D. Cf. m EK 1 !l!l,l, p. I !l I, ( 12 Sept.) and Xuo-
1•1xr1 n]c; /lu:njOou, II-III, l!l72-l!l7•1, pp. 100-102. 

:i0. ;\ & .J. Stylianou, 'fJ11• f'ai11frd C!wrrhts of C)'Jm1s, 198:i\ p. 2:i•l. 

:ii. Nos l:i!tl-1:i!l!) of the liff(; :i dated to 219-251 ,\.D. 

52. J\111!01/, 82, 1-2, 1%4, pp. 1,\3-IW. Cf. KI,, Z', 191'.l (l!H5), pp. 47-W, espec. pp. G'.l-G5 a S\'ll­

axmy based on that printed in Venice in 177•!, and the nuoaxl!VI/Hl(!Wl' r1 "Aywc; 'f Euux).d,)uv 
xui 1)'hur1 w\roii Mo1'1j, Nicosia, l\l80, p. 28. • ' 

5'.l. llalkin, ml. ril., pp. 133-39;.J. Nmet in ,\111!01/, 8G, 1-2, I 9(i8, pp. 180-82. 

51. Ath. Papa).\"eorghiou as cited n. 4(i, pp. 14, 18-22f.; ir/nn in ,,fr}.rim• •o11 [}, 0 p [/rw)uvwvixr~l' 

'Eunmul' K1,:ruo1>, E', !l-10,.July- Ikc. l!HiG, pp. l!J-20. 
1 1 

,,:i. ',\ctcs', J\111!01/, 82, pp. 1'10, l(i(i-lW. 
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axmy of St. Mnason to have been called 0EWV<1£ before he was baptized and or­
dained lector by him; then both with Sts. Heracleidios, Paul, Mark and Barna­
bas lived in a cave near Tamassos, working for the effacing of paganism."1

; In 
St. Theocloros's 18th-19th cc. 'AxoAovOia the Saint is associated with St. Hera­
cleidios, St. Mnason and Rhodon,"7 and is requested to free his flock from 'the 
[yoke of the] sons of Agar' (pp. 49, 35) - a hint at the Ottoman rule of Cy­
prus possibly confused with an older substratum of the Arab period. In St. The­
odoros's Synaxmy ( ibid., pp. 4 7-48), he and St. Mnason are said to have been 
sent by the Apostles [from Jerusalem] to Rome, where they were taught by 
some of the 70 and returned to Jerusalem; there they were baptized by St. Pet­
er and St. John and on their advice they returned to Cyprus, where they met 
Sts. Paul, Mark and Barnabas; St. Mnason stayed with them, but St. Theodoros 
lived for 38 years as an iron-tied hermit until his death [in a cave near Tamas­
sos]. In St. Mnason's Synaxmy St. Heracleidios appears as martyr beheaded on 
17th September by pagans who demolished his cell too, whereas St. Mnason 
died at an ac\vancec\ age after having worked many miracles and pointed to 
Rhoc\on as his successor.''8 In his own fifth c. 'Actes', however, St. I-lcracleidios 
is said to have died of old age too after having performed many miracles and 
appointee\ St. Mnason as his successor, expressing the wish that Rhoc\on 
should also become a bishop ('rtOL[t~v rrgooa:wiv'); he was buried in the cave 
at Tamasssos where he 'had been consecrated bishop by St. Barnabas'''11

; St. 
I-Icracleiclios urges St. Mnason to protect his body from 'the anger of mischie­
vous and atheist men [ =pagans] in that cave' .no The clanger from the pagans of 
the 'Actes' is transformed into St. I-leracleidios's martyrdom in St. Mnason 's 
17th - 18th cc. ,\)'naxary. Whereas St. Heracleidios and his team's cave(s) or 
cell (s) near Tamassos have not been traced, 'a rock-cut chamber below the 
ruins of a church ... c\edicated to St. I-Icraclidius, near Kophinou, may have 
been his hermitage'/;' 'once paintecl. .. said to have contained the body of the 
saint... [as] home out by fragments ofa ... sarcophagus'.1

;" 

§23. St. Laurentios of the Kophinou team (§21) was probably modelled on 
taurentius afnul Gmews of the AASS Maii 10, II, 58, celebrated in Cyprus until 
today on 10 May (J~'JIK 1993, p. 139: AnuqEvTlou oolou), perhaps confused 
with 'Acrnqfvno£ c\mo£ b EX MEyaqrnv' feasted on 7 March (ibid., p. 92). St. El-

:iG . .J. l lackctt - KILi. Papaioannou,' lawufo njc; 'Ou001)1if.01> '/0m?,,11muc; njc; K,,:ruou. B', I !l27, 
p. 199. 

57. Kl:, r, 19'.\9 [ I !J.l()], pp. '.I 1-50, sec pp. 45, 119, :tl-'.15. 

58 . .J. I Jackett as sujm1, If, pp. l!l!l-201. 

59. CL nrui'o1)01, as cited II. 017, p. 2!)!), §17. 

GO. 'Actcs', A11/Jo//, 82, pp. H>8-l(i9. 

(i I. A.I. Dikigoropoulos, C,'.yjm1s ... , as cited n. '.19, p. ,1-17. 

G2. R. c;nnnis, l listmic C)'fm1s, 19:lli, p. 282; er. similar tombs s11jm1,§ 14, ~ I !l,~ 2'.I. 
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pidios should be the same as his namesake feasted with St. Laurentios and five 
others on 7 March (ibid.), the nos 265z-267 of the BHG 3, I, pp. 94-95, all bish­
ops and martyrs 'Chersonae sub Diocletiano'. St. Christophoros is considered 
by A.I. Dikigoropoulos (as suj1ra, n. 39, pp. 128-129) to be identical with his 
namesake the pupil of St. Stephen the Younger, possibly elected Archbishop 
of Cyprus in 787 A.D. and known also from a seal. Obviously as a foreigner 
who lived in Cyprus he was eligible for a place among the 300; but since many 
of them were martyrs and the bishops among them are defined thus (e.g. St. 
Heracleidios, St. Basileios and St. Demetrianos at Pera, Tamassia: L.M. §32, 
the third not in the B.M. MS), another St. Christophoros may have been the 
model of ours, most probably 'Christophorus m(artyr) in Lycia sub Decio 
[242-251 A.D.]',r;"who is said to have been martyred 'in the fourth year of Dec­
ius' reign' and is celebrated on 9 May by our Church (1~1/K 1993, p. 138). The 
same Saint seems identifiable with ayLOc; XgtoTocpogoc; worshipped at Kurdaka 
together with ayLOc; 'Endywv [sic] ( B.M. MS fo 186b; but TT~ywv in L.M. §32, 
Pagon in Fl.B. p. 34; Pigo in Str. pp. 33-34; "Agobav, TT~ywv xaL XgtoTotj)ogoc;' 
in Kypr. p. 352); probably TT~ywv, the [Long] Bearded Saint, a descriptive 
name for a fictitious person unknown both to the AASS and to the BI-IC :I_ He 
occurs twice as St. Ej1igon as a monk with others in St. Nicholas of the Roof, 
Kakopetria, in the narthex (13th-early 14th cc.) and on the N. wall of the N. 
arm (late 14th c.).(i' As for 'TTgoc; Tr]V OTQO.TUV Tfjc; Zumac; 6 ayLOc; ELQY]Vl'X0£',65 

although not called a bishop, Eirenicus may have been one of the Cypriot bish­
ops who took part in the Council of Sardica in 343/ 4 A.D.,i;r; so he came once 
[back] to Cyprus (cf. infra, §24)! For St. Demetrianos see suj1ra, §12: he was a 
comrade in martyrdom in 293-305 A.D. to Athanasios the Lector, Aristocles 
and Philonides and was otherwise called Domitianos. St. Basil the Bishop at 
Pera was worshipped, according to L.M. §32, FI. B. p. 34 (with Saint Dimittia­
no), Str. p. 14, Kypr. p. 352 (locating them at BaoiAna, not in the B.M. MS fo 
186b), with St. Demetrianos the Bishop (sujmz and §12), a team of two. He 
should be identified with BaotAELoc; EJtLO'XOJtoc; µagTuc; XEQOwvoc; who with St. 
Elpidios and five other bishops was martyred in that city under Diocletian (su­
pra and §21). There is no evidence that St. Elpidios or St. Basileios ever came 
to Cyprus; but St. Demetrianos, a Cypriot, did indeed return to Cyprus from 
Baghdad after a successful diplomatic mission.m However it is possible that the 
St. Demetrianos of Pera was a hermit Bishop of Tamassia celebrated on 27 Ja-

G'.l. 'Maii 9' of the /il/G :l, I, pp. 108-10 nos. '.108 W-'.112; cf. A!i!JG \ p.17 nos. '.108W-'.ll lm. 

M. A &.J. Stylianou, The Painted Churdu,s o(Cyjm1s, pp. (i(i, 74. 

_65. l~.l\l. MS fo 18(ib, L.M. §'.12, FI. B. p. '.14, Str. p. 1:1 [Srmto Arniaml, Kypr. p. '.152 [du17v1x1ic; 
XW )'.OJ(.itoJI]. 

G(i. C. Ilill, Ilistmy ofCyjmts, I, 1949, pp. 250-51. 

(i7. Sec the collective volume: Petros Stylianou - Costas P. Kynis, 'O "Aywc; L°JIJ/ll/T[)Wl'<>c; KP­
Ocfoc;, Nicosia, I 973: feast day (i November. 
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nuary (EHK 1993, p. 73) as indicated in his 'AxoAov0fo composed (or copied?) 
on 26 January 1832 by a priest Christodoulos and by his ruined church at Pera 
and also in a Codex from Paphos.c;8 This Saint can not have been a foreigner. 
The real identity of the 32 'St. Demetrianos' toponyms in Cyprusw is hard to 
define. 

§24. St. Orestes, the last of the Koj1hinou team ( §20), is also known from the 
18th-19th cc. 'AxoAou0la -rwv aylwv ... w:yaAo~iag-rugwv P17Ylvou xat 'Ogfo­
wu ... 20 Auyouowu Y..at Btoygacpla au-rwv?' Both are said to have originated in 
Khalkedon and been soldiers who were betrayed to the 'most impious Greeks' 
and persecuted by the army leader [cnga-rriAat17c;=magister militum] Persenti­
nos [ =the persecutor?] for their Christian preaching; St. Reginos was tortured 
on a burning iron table like many other early Christian martyrs, 71 then he was 
put in a sack and thrown into the sea but was saved by two dolphins and re­
imprisoned with his fellow-soldier St. Orestes, one of many witnesses of the 
miracle, that for Perentinos was a 'sorcery'; helped by an angel, both saints and 
the converted prisoners escaped in various God-inspired directions; St. Orestes 
and St. Reginos with others came to Cyprus, where they scattered and some 
lived as 'hermits in secret places' and others were beheaded by the pagans. 
The two saints via Ncapolis-Nemcsos arrived at Phasouleia, where they were 
tortured and beheaded; their relics were buried by Christians and later on 
their sarcophagus was inscribed with their names (cf. supra, §14, §18), was dis­
covered after a vision by a priest who built a clmrd1 for them and painted their 
icon showing them young, seated on horse [obviously to fit with their soldierly 
capacity, cf. suj1ra §15, §17, §18 and inji-a §27]. Both Saints arc celebrated as 
Cypriot martyrs by our Church on 20 August (FJIK 1993, p. 182). St. Orestes 
may have been modelled on one of his four namesake Early Christian martyrs: 
Orestes with four others 'In Armenia sub Dioclctiano, Dec. 13' (BHG \ I, nos. 
G46-G4Gc and ABI-IG \ nos. G46-G4Ge; EHK, p. 23); or 'Orestes m. 1;•anis in Ca/1-
Jmdoda sub Diocletia110, Nov. 9, HJ' (BHG\ II, nos. 1383-1385; EHK, p. 217 10 
Nov.); or 'Orestes M. Alexandriac' (AASS]ulii 3, I, G36); or 'Orestes ajmd Grae­
ros' ( ibid., Jzmii 9, II, 171). Reginos is unknown to the Bl-lG and cannot be iden­
tified with 'Reginus Ep. Scopulorum [ =Scopelos]' (AASS Februarii 25, III, 495, 
500; WIK, p. 84: 'I'. £JC. LY..OJCEAou [+355]'). ,,Vas he perhaps modelled on Rcgi­
nos the Bishop of Constantia who took part in the Third Ecumenical Coun­
cil in Ephesos (43l)decisive for Cyprus's Autoccphaly? His return to Cyprus 

G8. N. Klnides in KE. KZ', 1%'.1, pp. l:l7-151. 

G!). Thi' Co111Jhli' Gazl'//1'1'/' of C)'fmts, 1, 1987, pp. 38-'.\9; cf. C.!'. Kyrris in I'. Stylianou - C.P.Kyrris, 
'O "Aywc; L1111u1ru1w•1ic;, pp. 121-122. 

70. Limassol 1 !J-12 (repr. of the 1902 eel. by S. ~lenarclos). 

71. E.g-. St. Con,11111/i,11, o/Onnidia: Sathas, 'Vies', p. 23, St. Mamas: KE, KE'. 1951 [ 1952], pp. 
I !>O, J:-\3; etc. 
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. . . . . _ ·a §23 ). So the Early 
might have allowed his mclus10n among the 300 (d. 5u/n '· . fthe Koph-
cl 

. . . 1 the basis o 
1nstian two-jJerson team was created by the Synaxanst 01 • 

inou legend (§21) but located at the neighbouring Phasoula. . ;:,)J _ 
. l S Mrnson (suJna, x-

§25. The Roman connection of St. Theodoros anc t. '· . . , ·ince of 
"22) · S A · · ' · • • • Ronnn pio,en, :-s . , 1~ t. ux1b10s' 'Bwi;' (as nted n. 4b) appears ,is _ ' 12 ('Eutichio' 
tills Sa111t. He was known to L.M. §30, FI. B. p. 33 and Srr •. P· , 300 nor as a 
[ =Euxiphio = Aul;L6toi;]) as Bishop of Solia but not as one of 

th
e • . ' ( 17) 

. 1 'B' oc:' for !urn P· 
Roman, nor as Archbishop of Solia the term used 111 t 1e t - _ , oou') 
and for St. Heracleidios (p. 21: "H~axAd6Lov tov 'AQXL£Jttoxonov •Yl1 s. v1:) .1 op~ 

. . . r, l • res t ie ,1s I • 
both po111t111g to 'local patriotism'. The B.M. MS fo 18.Ja-J igno • .1 .. '. 1, . . . . . . '. k ,. St. Aux1 >IOS s '-o-
of Solea. Est. de Lus1g-r1an (m Descrzj1tzon fos 48b, 62,1) ncms • I 1• .7'2 . . . . . ' . . ,8 , , N. R we mos 
m,m ongm and much of what 1s said about turn m the LOS • ,, 11 A 
. 1 . · · · , , , , , , , I , . 1 1 • ' xnL CXMOS u-

c.1 ls lmn by rn1spr111t Aul;toto~, ... ano tr]V PUJ~lrJV , but 1e c1c c s. , . , ] 
'i:'2 , , , ':, , , , , , N ' [A' OtXOWlEVLXl]V 
':,lutoi; £JtlOXOJtoi; KUJTQLUJ"trJi; ... EUQEOYJ El£ "tr]V ... EV tXm(! ' ~ ' ' 

, s:. [ " , , , , =(1"t£f)EC: (1Y.O~ll X(H 
ouvouov 325 A.D.], Evui; crno rnui; TtYJ [ =318] 0wcpogoui; ,. ·"' ·' .. 1 •. , , s.. , , . . 1 1 , the s·une ,1s 11s 
£Li; "tl]V LaQuLXYJV LUVOOov [343/4 A.D.]'. 73 This may 1ave >een ·' .... • 

k 1 
. , . . , . . , . snted as p,u t1c1-

namesa e attestec with other Cypnot bishops, none s see • ' ' . 
. . - 1 t. model for our 

pants 111 the latter Synod.' 1 He may have sc1ved as t 1c rcmo e . 
S A ·1 · f' s l · . - cl • I I • ·is suggested with t. ux1 Hos o o 01 but he cannot be ident1hc wit 1 urn '· • , , • 
l 

· · l · · · · , s·. ry"; is an l 8th-1es1tat1011 >y Ath. Papageorgluou. 7 ' Our St. Aux1b10s s , yiwxa : ... 

l otJ 1· . . 11 . . • cl . 1· I 'B' , I citl1 nnkmg no I ef­
:, 1 cc. 111gmst1ca y s11nphhe abndgcmcnt o t 1e toi;, > ' .'.-. 

ercnce to the 300. He is celebrated on 17 February and 17 September. 
11 

§26. But the naive unhistorical Synaxarium of 'EU);tcpr1ou £Jtt0xcmou _cxAawx­
vlui;' [Good Sword Man, a hint at military life] worshipped at A5trornentes ( 

17 

Fcbr.), which was composed (with an 'Axo?covOia drawing on those of eleve
1
_
1 

other saints) in 1717 in faulty folk language by the monk Gabriel ~lw'.·toullans 
and copied in 1853 [-1856] by Argyros Protopapas of A5tromerites,'H dic_I.tr~ms­
form the Early Christian Auxibios of Rome of the 'Blor;' into a man of JtOALV 
xo>gav tf]i; 'AAnµuv[ui;', born by 'Theophilos and Christina the Christians' 

72. Hi59: Kimu. Xu,w., r, cl, Jan.-Fchr. 1925, pp. 20-21. 

n. CC Kypr., pp. 347, 357, 97, and below §33. 

74. Ath. Papagcorghiou, 'O "/\ywc; 1\vl;iuwc;, 19!i9, pp. 1'.1-14 . .J. Norct as n. 4(i, PP· 451--152. 
145,147 belic\'cs that the St. Auxibios of the Sardica Council 'ctait sans doute le saint dont la me­
moire sc perpctuc dans la Vita' because 'la premiere basilique de Soli fut construite ;i peu pres ;i 
l'cpoque de cc Concilc', i.e. in 335-337. My view is slightly different: that Saint Auxibios (of'Sanli­

ca) was the model or his namesake or the Vita. 

75. OJJ. cit., n. 74, p. 14. 

7G. Republished from the Miyl1c; 2vvai;aQWT1ic; n7c; 'Ou0o,l,,!;011 'E-xx},11ai(1(;, eel. by V. l\lat­
thaios, B', Athens, 1955~, pp. 286-29-1 in A Papamoyseos Zakos, '/\-xoJ,ou0ia wiJ il' "/\yiotc; ..• 
A ili;tuiou ;TQrvwv 'E:rrwx,,;rov :I:r,.l.wv ... urr6 fEQuu. MLxQuywvvctvlwu, Astromerites, I !)71, pp. I 0-17. 

77. fi/K 1993, pp. 81-82, 195-1%. 

78. Zakos, op. ,it., pp. 21 f., 33-:15, III-V. 
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[obviously symbolic names concocted by Gabriel] at the time of }\forcian (450-
457 A.D.). He was taught the 'sacred letters', at the age of 25 was ordained 
'lEQOOtaxos;' in a monastery, and after five years 'xat LEQO~tovaxos;'; then owing 
to his 'extreme [self-] humiliation, self~discipline and virtue' he became 'a 
monk too', and stayed in the monastery 'ea. eleven years'. His father died 
then; after a year he distributed his property to the poor and made his mother 
a 'nun (xcxAoygai'a)' in [another] monastery, where soon she became a ' [ wo­
man-] monk (~t0vaxr1) - and lived in [sclf-]discipline and [did] good deeds' 
until she died. Euxiphios was studying 'the Sacred SCl'ipture and Law' and 
leading an exemplary ascetic Christian life for fifteen years when died the 
'Bishop of the same country of Alamania', who had been elected 'by common 
vote' and 'suffered many persecutions from the impious [like St. Therapon, su­

jmt, §G-§7] ... and worked many miracles and assisted the poor generously ... '; 
Auxibios was appointed his successor against his will; 'wishing to live the rest of 
his life in peace and without property, he resigned his throne to someone 
clse ... ancl at night he sailed by ship to the famous island of Cyprus [like St. 
Thcrapon, St. Anastasios, St. Auxibios, St. Kcndcas, St. Constantinos of Ormid­
ia, etc., but not via Palestine to Paphos and not as a soldier like many of them: 
sujJm, §7-§12, §17] and ... he arrived at some[!] village callee\ Astromcrites, 
and .. .livcd alone in a small cave in hardship ... singing and studying the Scrip­
ture, eating three ounces of bread only at night without having his fill of it. .. 
working many miracles and ... achievements [so he was not quite alone, cf. i11-

jr-a, §29] ... [until] he died. He was ... of medium age [?=size], a little low and 
broad enough, a hunchback, of glacl-glowing face, good [=?] colour, bald, his 
_jaws adorned with a beard not long but a bit wide and dense enough and 
blond, his forehead signed [=?unoyga~1~1tvov=?], [ with] broad checks and 
thick<er> lips, and in disorder [regarding his] white hair [cf. sujna, §18]; his 
feast is celebrated in the most Holy Great Church [of Constantinople, but this 
is not true!] ... [he died] at the age of 107 years' (Zakos, pp. 33-35). 

§27. Though no reference to the 300 occurs in this legend, owing to his 
'Alaman' identity this St. Auxibios is automatically included among those al­
ready considered 'Alamans' from the mid-sixteenth century onwards (sujmz, §3 
-§5). The equally unhistorical 'AxoJovO[a makes Eu~tcjnos; a 'destroyer of 
Areios'! (325 A.D.: Zakos, p. 21 ), a 'liberator and protector of all the wronged 
people' (Zakos, pp. 22, 23), like St. John Chrysostomos in Neophytos Enklci­
stos, 'Avi:xoornv 'Eyxwrnov ds; 'Iwavvriv XguooCTTO~lOV,79 a frequently occurring 
Biblical concept; it also makes him an 'inflexible pillar and guard of Alama­
nia(!)' (Zakos pp. 22, 25; also N. Enkleistos, oju:il., p. 13; cf. sujmt, §2, §7: a 
very frequent military-religious concept in others of the 300's 'AxoJovO{m; cf. 

7\l. Ed. by C.I. Dyovouniotes, offprint from' !::rwn111. 'E:mT. C-:Jw).oy. 1:xo).. [nw•r:r. 'A (h11•.], A', 
192G,pp. ll-12, 17. 
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infra, §27); 'a man of God' (Zakos p 23) or 'Saint of God' (idem,, 8fiP· 
2
1
7

1' 
28

tl), 

h 
, 1· • ' • LJ, • licle anc )O 1, 

t e irst recallmg the same phrase in the 'Actes de St. 1 erac • Cl •• · 11 1 t· 0 • , 11 nl ,Monastic u 1-
espeoa Y t 1e second reminiscent of the Holy Man ° ne ' J ur ·t'· . t· l , L B vnH1 and Han .n. 
s i,mity o t 1e early period made illustrious by P.R. • rm • • D .. w, ' 38) . I 'l 'fighte1· agamst 

n1vers; - of course a healer (Zakos pp. 28 30, 31, • ,me ' , ' ' ' • 'Al· nnn hero 
demons' (idem, pp. 28, 31, 32). The 'Ar.oAovOia also presents its . ,l , 
. · · . . , ( • z . i:'J) w full agree-
.1s ongmatmg m the 'greatest city of the Romans u em, P· • • ' . • \, • 
~ent with his 'B(o;'! (§25 sujnn). With regard to the Saint's ~escnpu_on_ (§

2
b): 

it may refer to a missing local icon like that of the Sts. Hehophotoi (~l,
8

, c~. 

§2
4) I C 1 · . · h , f tl1e berna of St. N1-

. n ,yprus wa 1-pamtmg he occurs: (a) m t e apse O 
. , , •• 

cholas, Kakopetria together with se\'en other prelates in rnedalli~ns: Sp,Y1 iclon, 
Heracleidius, Lazarus, Auxibius, Hypatius, Tychon, Zenon, Nicholas (l

4
lb 

c ) .H:I (1 ) · l'· . , . i ·t. f' C'yr)riote prelates · , ) n1 anag1a tou Arakou, Lagoudera, seven r)US s o ' • 
in _medallions: Zenon, Nicon, Philagrius, Auxihius, Heracleidius'. Makedonms, 
Tnphyllius,' late 11928 '; ( c) in the low apse of the bema of Panagia al Moutoul­
las ~)elow the Blessed Virgin Mary 'the prelates Nicholas, Gregory, (:lu)'.soS

t
on_i, 

Basil, Epiphanius and Auxibius are depicted with liturgical scrol!s ill. 
th

e~r 
l~ands', 1280.8·, Possibly the Saint may be depicted in the style described m _lns 
Synaxmy (§2G) in some of the old icons of his former church al A<;tromentes 

now in the gallery of his 187G church.8
'; 

§28. In his 'Bl0<;'87 St. Auxibios is said to have been born in Rome of' rich 
pagan [ ="E1-).r]vE;] parents and had a brother Themistagoras; he was cle\'er 
arn~ mild like Moses and prudent like Joseph. 88 He 'studied secular wisdom', 
avmdecl marriage, escaped 'with others' [like the 300] by ship via Rhodes and 
Pamphylia to Al~tVY] or At~tvip;ri; near Soloi 'to sa\'e many souls'. Here he was 
met by St. Mark, who was in Cyprus for a second mission with St. Barnabas; aft­
er the latter's martyrdom at 'Salamis, now Constantia', where they had ap­
pointed St. Heracleides Archbishop of Cyprus, St. Mark escaped persecution 
b~ the _Jews by hiding for 'three days and nights in a cave' near Lcdrai; then 
with Tunon and Rhodon [a three-person team] he arrived at Lirnnites; there 

80. J\nl!olf, 82, 1-2, 1%4, p. 141. 

8l..fo11mal 0JR0111rm Stndit.1, (ii, 1971, pp. 80-101, etc. 

82 ... ~n '11,r l!yzm,tine Sr1i11t, Univ. of Birmingham, ed. S. I lackel, Studies Suppl. to Sohomost 5, 

~ !
1
l8
1 

l, 111 , PP· 25-33; T.D. Barnes in/011nwl o/T!teologiml Studir's, N.S., XIX, I !Hi8, pp. 509-'.H, esp. p • 
. > . 

83. A. & .] . Stylianou, 0/1. rit., p. 71. 

81. !hid., p. 183. 

85. Ibir/., p. 32:i. 

8(i. R. Gunnis, I!istorir C)'jnus, 19%, p. 184. 

87. Ath. Papagcorghiou, 'O "/1 ywc; /\ 1)~[owc;, l 9G9, pp. 17-28, d . . rnjmi, §25, §I!). 

88 - Withjcsus three models of' the lloly Man: IIJ.W. Drijvers as cited 11. 82, pp. 28-:l0, etc. 
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he baptized and ordained Auxibios Bishop and sent him to convert the pagan 
Soloi by pretending to be a pagan and gradually teaching them Christianity 'in 
a veiled manner' - a method recalling Early Christian double life and transi­
tional forms of conversion.89 St. Auxibios converted his host the priest of Zeus, 
and secretly entered the city every day and taught the faith. From Alexandria 
St. Paul, having heard from St. Mark of St. Barnabas' death, sent Epaphras [su­
pra, §12, §19, §20), Tykhikos [a Cypriot Saint]9° and others to St. Heracleidios 
the Archbishop with a letter asking him to appoint 'Epaphras Bishop at Pa­
phos, Tykhikos at Neapolis [ =Nemessos] and others in each town ... and Auxibi­
os at Soloi but without ordaining him since he had already been ordained by 
Mark'. 91 So did St. Heracleidios, and with St. Auxibios he entered Soloi and 
marked out the plan of a church, which the latter built soon; then Auxibios 
preached in a public place and baptized and healed many Solians and neigh­
bouring peasants.9

~ One of them, Auxibios from the village of Solopotamia, be­
came as wise as his teacher, who interpreted a 'wreath of ants assembled on his 
head while asleep' at Tagtxwl'iou [=?cf. Tgaxnai:; in §8, §11, §12, §13] as a sign 
of his future prelacy. The local 'Auxibios [ever since] subdued himself to him 
and served him with everything and helped him like a good servant his own 
master•!n [so a two-person team emerged once more]. Then Themistagoras 
with his 'virtuous wife Maria Timo' arrived to meet his famous brother. In the 
"EmoxoJTEiov' they were baptized and ordained deacons by him, and then 
'separated themselves from [carnal] sin' [so the team became a four-person 
one]. Since by now almost everybody believed in Jesus, St. Auxibios built a 
bigger 'holy Catholic church'; he continued his 'pastor's work .. .like [St.] 
Paul...', and he is praised for his many achievemenL~ resembling those of a 
'brave soldier' and of Moses (as sujmz; note the military-religious concept, as in 
§18, §24, §26). Three days before his death he did [like St. Heracleidios or­
daining St. Mnason],9' appoint his pupil Auxibios his successor; his body was 
buried in a lamax [cf. our §18, §21, §24] and was a source of healings and at­
tracted many from the area around, among them 'forty demon-stricken Paphi­
ans'% who 'were cured by the Saint's shadow before reaching his tomb ... so the 

89. Robin Lane Fox, Paians and Christirws, Viking, London, I 98(i, pp. G23-G24, GG8, 785; 
\N.I I.C. F1·end, 1111• Hise of C!uistianity, London, 1984, pp. 411, 432, 5Gl-5G7, 585-587. 

90. Kyr. I lac\jioannou, • // 'Aexufn K1•JT(!Oc:; de; rr'tc:; • E}J.17J1ixri f/17yric;, A', Nicosia, I 985~, pp. 3•12-
345. 

91. Ath. Papageorghiou, 'O "Aywc:; A 1\!;[owc:;, pp. 17-21, cf. sujm1, §20, §21. 

92. Of!. rit., pp. 21-23. 

9:t Ibid., p. 24. 

94. AnBo/l, 82, pp. Hi5-Hi9. 

95. A hint al the '40-1 blows' recei\'ecl by St. !'au! at l'aphos? Cf. C.!'. KyITis in l.:rrwimc:;, fleu­
xux<x wii A' flayxVlT(!lOl' 21!1'ECl(!iou • E)J.17Ftx01i f/oAtTW/lOI!, •• E).}.1Jl'WT£x1) flE(!ioboc;', Nicosia, 
1974, pp. I 17-120. 
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. 1 • , memory' [an explana-
Paplnans until now [5th - 6th cc.] celebrate the wsws . If ·tl , f 
. . . . . . . . . d , , ned lnmse unw01 1) o 

twn of the d1ffus10n of lus cult]. Therrnstagoras eer . b. 1 , , . . 
b . . . . . . . ·le-workmg I ot 1er s sar-

emg buned, as the Saint had wished, m his nnr<1c ,% 

Co h 1 • 1 ' · • 1 , led by the cross ... P agus, w uc 1 until today has remame( sea . . 
,,_ , • 1. r i [-Casal Ep1pha111(0s)] 
~29. In the area of Kerynia near the Casapip 1'1 1 - • MS c 18,:. 

S H . . ) , ·11 the B M io u,l, 
t. 1lanon, not the abbot but a young( er one 1 • • k' 

1 1
, • 1 • • •11 the Fran ·1s 1 enoc 

pornts to the MS having been (redacted or) rewntten 1 . . 
• 1 l'tion transrmtted 1s not owrng to the very use of the term casal ( e); but t ie trac 1 . 

. . §I)· f L M §~2· 'by Casa P1pha-n:cessanly to be dated to that penod (suj1ra, . , c • •. • ·: • , "r ,. 
111 Sr. (E) Piktetos: in the castle of St. Hilarios [sic], St. I-hlanon the You_ng_( e ! ' 
FI n . . j o· d' • nor St Hylano Jl g10-

• u. p. 34: 'al casal P1phani, S. Petito; al caste 10 . , <1r ' • . .· .,. 
Vene '· St I<> , -1 1 S 1,. • Jl·i citt·i [-? ] Santo Hila11one , , r. p. a: verso I casa , anto ,cuto; ne , ' -. , , . . 
not in Kypr. 's list of the 300 (' lawQia, I 788, p. 352) but see P· 37: SL HI!anon 
was named Bishop not of Kurrglai:; xwgai:; but of Kerynia, he wro,te enough_ 

• • • ' 50 51 • Gtstle of agarnst D1oskoros and Eutuches the hereucs ; PP· • -. • " • 
Love ... dismantlcd by the Venetians except for some houses. [?] ancl the 
Church of St. Hilarion, who when in Cyprus, came ... here to avoid the numer­
ous sick and demon-possessed ... [he lived] in a hut with a small garden ... a pa­
g'.m's property ... inhabited by the dernons ... who to make ~1irn I_eavc ... ternpted 
lum by playing the guitare ... ; he healed its owner suffcnng from lcrrosy ... ; 
th ere he died and was buried by his students [so he was not alone!, cl. sujJm, 
§26]; sick people from all over the island thronged [there] and were healed. 
For this reason the Church in the name of St. Hilarion was constructed. But a 
year after his burial one of his students ... from Egypt [ ==Hesychios, infm] ... stole 
his relics to Egypt. But as Hieronymos [his biographer, P.L, 23, cols. 29-54] 
says, ... his miracles did not disappear from that garden ... , after some time that 
place became a very strong Castle, called by some the God of Love, and by oth­
ers [Castle] of St. Hilarion'; in p. 351 Kyprianos informs us that St. Hilarion 
was living in 250 A.D. [misprint for 351]; he came to the Pap hos area, where 
he was living as hermit at Xa(_)ougti:;; there by request of the Bishop of Pap hos 
he taught and converted the still existing pagans; from there he moved to the 
mountains of Kerynia, at the place where later on the Castle of the God of 
Love w_as built, where he lived and died at the age of 80. Kyprianos follows Est. 
de Lusignan (Descrij1tion, 1580, fos 35b-36a, 40a), who, however, docs not know 
St. Hilarion's initial residence in the area of Paphos, cL FI.B. p. 32: 'Hylarion 
abbate, maestro di Epiphanio'. N. Rhodinos (J(Xe, f', a', Jan.-Febr. 1925, p. 
~l) docs not fix St. Hilarion 's residence, and mentions the stealing of his relics 
~;0 m ~yp~us to ~gypt and the miracles at his garden; but he informs that '6 
u.yLOi:; i:x~a1;;i::w (wi:; MyEL 6 Ntxr1<pogoi:;) XaQU0QL£ ... LaAa~1lvLOi:;, <I>wx(wv, Mi::tc­
xunv, xm KQLCTrruglwv ai'>EA<pot arro TOV LOLOV i;orrov, µovaxol, xui ~ta017n1l, WU 

!Hi. Ath. l'apagcorghiou, '0 "A ywc; A 1)/;iowc;, pp. 2°1-27. 
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by[ou 'l11.ag[wvo£, oi 6noi'ot... r1ylaoav'. 

§30. L. Philippou produced sufficient documentary and oral evidence 
proving that St. Hilarion lived and died in the region of Paphos/7 the latter 
confirming the former. St. Hilarion lived in a cave near Paphos, where St. Epi­
phanios in 367 A.O. met him before he moved to Constantia [like St. Kendeas 
and the Tradudas team, suj,ra, § 11 - § 12], where he was consecrated Bishop. St. 
Hilarion the Great's connection with the Pentadaktylos mountain is due to 
confusion with the Younger Hilarion of the sources; this is implied by Est. de 
Lusignan and Kyprianos. Although in 1350 Ludolph of Suchen wrote that 
'prope Paphum est locus ubi Sanctus Hilarius degebat et multa miracula facie­
hat' (KE, Li', p. 37), already in 1332 Guillaume de Boldensella and later in 
1357-1371 Sir John de Mandeville 'knew' that 'St. Hilarion's body was lying in 
the Castle or Amoure' (KE, S, p. 38, er. KE, B', 1938, p. 51). This body could 
not have been the relics of St. Hilarion the Great, which had been stolen by his 
student Hesychios from his tomb in his garden and taken to his 'monastery' at 
M,~juma in Palestine (KE, t,.,.', pp. 34, 38); it could not have belonged to St. I-Ii­
larion the Younger abbot of the monastery of Tid,EX.l'jtYJ near Prussa either, ce­
lebrated on 28 March (EHK 1993, pp. 109-110), since he never came to Cyprus 
(KE, B', p. 49, f:.', pp. 37-38), but possibly to some local hermit also called Hi­
larion, who was distinguished from both and from St. Hilarion the comrade of 
St. Barnabas of Pcristerona Morphou (supra, §9), who are feasted with St. Hi­
larion the Great and others on 21 October (EHK, p. 208). The rock-cut hermi­
tage and chapel in the precipice or St. Hilarion's castle (KE, B', p. 50) must 
have belonged to the local Hilarion. The historically attested duetto St. Hilari­
on the Great Hesychios and their Palestinian origin, arrival and residence at 
Paphos suited best the tmm and other wnre/Jls pe1vading the 300's legends: 
when transferred to Pentadaktylos by folk piety, their story was adapted to the 
local Hilarion's circumstances like that of St. Sozomenos of Carpassia, who in 
his other centres or cult appears alone (sujmz, § 13, § I 7). 

§31. I shall conclude this selective case-study by a brief investigation or its 
motifs and origin. The jJil/ar rona1;t intertwined with the team motif (sujJm, §2, 
§7, §27) occurs in Gal. 2, 9: "Icixw6or; xat Kricj:>ar; xal 'lrn<1.VV11£, ol ooxouvcE£ 
oti'lAot dvm' of the early Christian community ofJerusalcm. It corresponded 
to the 'leading triumvirate of priest~ at Qmnram' of the sect of Covenanters 
closely resembling Christianity.9HA team of two (apostles sent by Jesus as mission­
aries) occurs in Lu//e 10, l ('cmfocnAEv aihour; civ<x ovo Etr; m'ioav noALv'), Mruk 
G, 7 ('~Q;<n-o ainou£ cmooi;i:11.11.nv ovo 6vo'). In the Cyprus context the model 
of a three-JH,1:wm team, formally two, St. Paul and St. Barna has with a third, .John 
Mark as their servant, that arrived from Selcuceia in Salamis and from there 

!l7. KX. t:,:, !!MO [1912]. pp. 3'.>-:18. 

98. \V.11.C. Frend, ojJ. cir .. 11. 8!l, pp. 28, 4!l. 88, 113. 
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• • mission 
. first Chnsuan 

went to Paphos (Acts, XIII, 4-6), was the nucleus of the , 1 the legends 
t tl . I d 'l'I I . . . . b l apocrypha anc o 1e 1s an .• • t was followed with vanauons y tie • ) I'aphos . , §30 passun • ' ' 
ofmanyofthe'300' (eg suj,ra §l(e) §9-§14,§17,§21 - • ( 1·tJ1 itsre-

. • • ' . ' • • . A D Salarn1s w • 
as the first place where a convers10n occurred m 45 • ., Tirnassos-

. . I 1· , . b· '. rn·1rtyrdo1n, , 
g1on me uc mg Carpass1a) as the place of St. Barna tlS s ' 1 pl·ices by . . • • nd ot 1er ' 
Pera and Soha (with its region), Limassol and its regwn '.

1
. . (R 1 Fox 0/1. 

· . . . • l . uv1ues • ,. ' 
extens10n, Pamphyha a centre of anti-Chnsuan Jewis 1 ,ic 1 St Ihrnabas 
.·, 89 48' f St Paul anc • ' lz ._, n., :~P- . 2-83, 758) as place ofprove~ance ~ • / 109_10, cf. St. 
(with St. f1tos m another version: C.P. Kyrns, op. czt., n. J5 , PP· , , I' ne!] 
A 

"b' · • le [ the ne\\ .._or 
ux1 10s supra, §28), Rome and the area of Constantmop . • I· r Je-. . . i l §9) rn partJCU ,l 

espeoally Khalkcdon (§24, cf. §17), Cappadocia (z/m. anc • ' , • ••• ·_ luced Chnst1,rn1 
rusalem and more generally Palestine the Holy Land that proc . • t _ 

. , ' . , . . . . f R e after the 111 ro 
ty, Liter on Alamama [an nnagmary generahsaoon o orn t , 
I 

. . II . re the 'statu ory 
c uct1on of the 'Alaman' concept?], and ascetic caves or cc 5 

'
1 • .• . . . . 1· {> , · cl usually rn,u -

geograpluc scenes of the drama of the '300' 's nuraculous. 1 e '~
11 

• 6 §28) it 
tyr's death. A~ for the military concej,t (sujmz, §9, §12, §17, §18, §24, §

2
: • , '1,. , · l · • · , J • l'tos was St. I au s goes Mck to the New Testament, e.g. Phzlzj,jJ. 2, 25: Ep,1p uoc 1 • ' , , k • 'ts literal mcan-

OUOT(la-nonrii; : though symbolic, this term could be ta en 111 1 • . . . 
· b I J · • • r11·zcd !11s mon,is-rng y t 1e 1ag10graphers. In ea. 323 A.D. St. Pachom10s org,1 • • . 
t · · t T· l · · ' J · · · • I J • cl J ,. rnecl ·1s a solchcr of cry .i a )c11r11s1 a ong the quas1-n11htary Imes 1e 1,1 e,1 ' . • 
L

. · · , , ()) S " J e·irly Christian 1cm1us army (Frend, oj,. cit., n. 89 pp. 576, 59 . evei.i ' ' ... 
. ·t . . E . . . ·ri d I res' ·111d Ind a k,1s1 rnon.is cncs n1 <.gypt were provided with 'fort1 1c enc osu • ' ' 

[ =castle] or tower of refuge or keep: 'by the fifth century this is known to have 
· · I · J I I .. nc ·1 comrnon ex1stec m at east one of the Natrun settlements, anc soon )ec,u ' 

feature of other communities' ,100 whose confessors' reconciliation and loyalty 
to the Empire was won over at the Council of Nicaea in 325 A.D. by CoI~Slan­
tinc (Frend, oj,. cit., n. 89, p. 500). In fifth-sixth cc. N. Africa, Syria, the Mi~ldl_c 
East and the Balkans 'fortress and monastery were joined in a symbi~>SIS 
strange only to us' .101 The usefulness of a monastery's fortress is illustrated, z.a., 
by the survival of only those monks who took refuge in it during the two batt!cs 
between Christian Saracens and non-Christian Blemmyes [known to Cypnot 
Synaxarists: supra, §11] between 373 and 379 A.D. at Sinai and Raithou, both 
refortified by Justinian for the dcfense of Palcstine. 102 Ever since Constantine 

!J!J. 111 15 A.D.: C.P. Kyrris in LT<wi:voc;, n!Jrixuxu. wiJ A' nayxun!_!{ov LVl'Eb(!{ou '£).}.i7vtxmi 

DoJ..trw1wO, Nicosia, 1971, pp. !!7-125, espec. pp. 108-112. 

100. C.C. Walters, Monastic Archaeogy in Ic'gyj;t, Aris & Phillips, Warminster, Englancl, I !)71, PP· 

7, 31, 7!!-85 f., !Jl-!J'.-l, !J!J, I0!J, etc. 

101. R. Krautheimer, /:·arty Christian and Byzantine Architecture, London, l!J8G 1
, pp. 25!J-2(i2 f., 

1!J0-1!ll, 1G4, l!J-1 f.; Procopius, DeAediflriis, II, o', y', ff, III, b', l:;', v'. 

I 02. I. Shahid, Byzantium and the Ambs in the fourth Century, Dumbarton Oaks, I !!84, pp. 297-
32!). Cht)'sost. Papadopoulos,' Jawufo n]c; 'ExxJ..r10{w; 'AJ..E/;aJJ<ludac; (62-1934), Alexandria, I !)35, 
PP· 1 GO, 4G3-4G7; Th. Papadopoullos, 11frimnobywntina, Byzantine lnjl111'11ffs on Nrxm-Sudant'St' Cul-
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the Great 'had militarised the image of Christ and Christianity' 10
:
1 and became 

a Christian through epiphany and vision - both well known to our Synaxarists 
- in a military context, 101 the role of the army in the diffusion of Christianity 
and the politico-military role entrusted to holy men and monks especially in 
frontier zonesJO" gave rise to numerous legends of military saints known from 
the AASS, the BHG, the BHL and the M{,yai; 22uval;agw,~i:;, in particular from 
H. Delehaye, Les Legendes de Saints Militaires, Paris, 1909, and other subsequent 
studies in AnBoll, etc. They were 01ganGrrm Xgwrnu [cf. sujmi, §10] symbolis­
ing the Christian spiritual struggle against evil. JOn 

§32. Groups of saints occur vc1y frequently in hagiography. I shall mention 
just a few: The Forty Martyrs of Sebastea sub Licinio, 9/10 March (BHG 3, II, pp. 
97-99 nos 1201-1208; AASS Martii X, II, pp. 12-29; ABHG :I, pp. 128-129 nos 
1201-1208; and Novurn AW-IC\ 1969, pp. 143-144 nos 1201-1208m); they arc 
the best known. Out of the groups approaching 300: '/X Maii Idus ... In Persida 
natale Martyrurn trecentorurn derem [=310]' (AASS Martii, II p. XVIII); 'IX Octobris 
VII Idus in Colonea Gereon Martyris cum aliis trecentis quindein [=315+1=316]' or 
'sej1le11dl'Ci11t [317 +1=318]', or 'CCCXVJII [318+1=319]' (ibid., p. XXXII); or 'X 
Oct. VI ldus .. .fn Colonia Agrij1J1ina natale [ =death] Gereonis Martyri.1· cum aliis tre­
centis et octodecirn [318+1=319]' or 'cum aliis tregentis triginla [='.~30+1=331]. n. In 
Africa natale SS. Husebii, Hraclii, Dionysii. Ht alibi Malusii cum aliis trl'Centis fl lrigin­
la [330+1=331]' (ibid.); or 'Martyres CCC [=300] in Afrim sub /Junerirn- Dec. 7 
vcl 8' (Nmmm ABI-IG :I, p. 248 no 2262: Menaea Dec. 7, Synax. l~al. C/j)()filanae, 
287-289, Cod. Athcn. 1029 dated to the reign of Zeno [474-491 A.D.]). In 
some cases the figure is a multiple of 310, e.g. 930, in AASS Martii 13, II, p. 
XXXIX, or of 300, e.g. 900, ibid. The tradition, accepted as valid by some schol­
ars, of St. Gereon's church in Cologne having been founded by St. Helena like 
that of' St. Cassius in Bonn and of' St. Victor in Xanten (J.W. Drtjvers, Helena 
Au1,11tsla as cited n. 2, pp. 23-24) recalls St. Helen's activity in Cyprus and the 
stories connected with or emanating from the Legend of the 300 (§1 - §3). 
The number 318 instead of 300 occurs in Cyprus too: in at least one village, 
Pano Arkhimandrita, Paphos district, 'in a large niche in the north wall [of' a 

llll,'.I, Athens, 19(i(i, pp. 8-10, 76, 102, 107, 110; D.G. Letsios, !fo~<Xl'TlO ,wi 'EcvOga Bri}.rwm1, l-'xi­
(Jl'l(; ;ii· n) NoJJoiu, A lOumiu ,mi N11rn1 'A gc16icx cue; TIJJJ 'AQ<16ix1) Kmcixr11m1, Athens, 1988, pp. 75-
80, I 9!l-22(i, 235-238 and passim: W.ifl/Wfc; = barbarians, nomads; V. Christ ides, 'l\lisr', in /;'11(yfo­

/)([edia of lslrnn, VI12, Leiden, 1993, pp. 152b, IS4a, 15:ia, 158a. 

I 03. I. Shahid, 0/1. ril., pp. 24-25. 

104. R.L. Fox, 0/1. rit., n. 89, pp. 190-191, (i00-(i01, (i45, GI0-G22f. 

105. Shahid, o/uit., pp. 8G-I0G, 154-ISS, 198-199, 288-345, 4%-:,29, SS0-SG3; id<'m, B)wlltiwn 
and thl' J\mbs i11 t/i,, Fijih Ce11/II))', 1989, pp. 149-230, 2:i7-2(i2, 289-30 I, etc. 

I 0G. Delehaye, Saints Militair!'s, p. I 18; llistoria 1'1011arhon1111 i11 1'1'.f.,')'/Jlo, ed. A.:J- Festugicre, 
I !Hi!, pp. 8 - 14; Eusehius in !'.C., 21, col. I0(i; T/11' Byuwti111' Saint as cited n. 82, pp. 14-15, 218. 
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. . . I ·lints of whorn only 
Roman tomb converted mto a chapel once parnted wit 1 s, '. e of the 
S O I 

. . . l f St Theodos10s, on 
t. noup 1nos 1s recogmsable, near the churc 1 ° · . 318 ., ints driv-

300] lie hundreds of skulls and bones, said to be the rernams_ of' cl s,itlie Holy 
. . . ,J • . I chcate to 

en by persecution from across the sea ... Tins ... chape is c e ., no one 
F I b cl h ·e they c,une 

at 1ers, • ut who these 318 saintly rnen were an W enc • in a l cune aCJoss 
knows. The village tradition is that they were holy rnen '.v 

10
. ' , black ) . At 

boat from Syria and landed at Pissouri at night (whence its n,nne ... 1 kl t r·t -·n, (A e • 1 o , -
the dawn they reached Alekhtora when the cocks were croWJ g . , •• _ ' . . I re they we1 e rn,1s 
cock), and led by an archimandrite came to this village, w ie . . 1 ly . - t· ints of these 10 
sacred by the heathens. A site near .. .is shown with the ootpr . • , l . ho ·1ccornp,1ruec 
men and the1r horses; also a spot where the only woman w . ' . . , 1 , 
I f

. l , sl·un in c,1se s 1e 
t 1em was ound to be suffering from leprosy anc at once • ' 
should infect the others'. 107 

"33 TI · · · () I t, l to the Limassol ~- . . 11s 1s a vcrs10n of the usual story of the 30 ac ap cc II I , 
( f

. " II l bones reca t ic 
area c . ~24) but eventually located in Paphos. The sku s anc, • ,, ., ._ 
' I l 1· II 1· 1· ["A <I>aV"VcE,-J ·1t C,ts,t Pi s a JS u o re 1cs ... called the Saints Manifested ywL " ·-:, ' • 

I 
· l · l "f ,. these ·1re of the 

P 1am ... c nee up ... set hard like stone, or ... heavy as 1 ... stone. • ' . . f 
Three Hundred who fled from Syria' (L.M. §36). Cf. Lusignan, Desr:rzjJl/0/1, ~) 
(.,,. I I JI , · I • . • • cles sont con1-J:,,1- J, w 10 ea s them 'Confesscurs. Ils fonts p us1eurs rnir.t • .... , • 
oincts; FI. B., p. 65; Str., p. 15; H. Dclehaye, 'Saints de Chypre', An!J?ll, 

2
b, 

1907, P· 254; 'bears and other animals' according to Max Ohnefalsch-Richter, 
Kyjn'Os, die Bibel urul Hmner, Berlin, 1893, p. 229. h .. M. Dawkins in L.M., II, PP· 
(·c· fi7 "3 · ('F S • t·') P·1-
1 >- J ~- 6.8 compares them with similar ossuaries at Pyla •orty am s ' ' 
phos ('Seven Sleepers'), and Kythrca. The "AyLm <l>aivovTEC:: are already n~ei~­
tioncd in the 'Life of St. Constantine the.Jew' (9th c.): AASS Novnnbris, IV, b

36
-

What is important with the Arkhimandrita Saints is their alleged number, 
318

, 
which is that of the 318 or 319 Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Ni­
caea (325 A.D.): 'its members were equated with the 318 servants of Abrahai:

1 

and regarded therefore as a type (in the Old Testament) of the highest sancti­
ty'• 108 The model was Genesis, XIV, 14-16 in which Abram [ =Abraham] is report­
ed to have sent to the help of Lot 'the 318 members of his own family [wuc:; 
tbiouc:; otxoyEvEic:;, obviously his clan], who saved Lot and his family from an ag­
gression or the kings of Sodoma and Gomorra. The 318 Nicaean Fathers, all 
'men of God' with 'Constantine the servant of Christ', 10

ii acquired a symbolic 
significance in Christian ideology far beyond the Biblical tribal connotations: 
they became the symbol of redemption from idolatry, sin and disaster, and 

107. R. Cunnis, l liltoric ()'jm1.s, l <J3(i, pp. 174-175; N.G. Kyriazcs, ·rn Xwcfo n]c; K1,::r(!O!I, Larna­
ca, 1952, p. 5•1 no. 3-10; N. Clcridcs, Xu,(!Ut xui noJ..iufrc; n]c; K11::rcov, Nicosia, !!Hi!, p. ·18; l\la­
karios III, K1,::ruoc; 1) 'Ayfo N1]aoc;, Athens, ] <J(i8, pp. 13-41 ftn. G5. 

I 08. Frend, oj,. tit., 11. 8!), pp. 500, 5 I 7. 

I0!l. Fox, 0/1. tit., n. 8<J, pp. G25, (i55, (i(i1. 
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they could be used in other analogous cases. The variation of their number, 
1H8 or 319 (supra, §32) is as old as the Coptic Corpus of the Proceedings of the 
Council of Nicaea in which 'un mysterieux 319e Pere (entendez le Christou le 
Saint Esprit) sicgeait avec les eveques au Concile de Nicee', 110 rendant gloirc 
aux evcques et aux canons etablis par eux'. HI The rounding down of the 318/ 
9 to 300 may have been produced by comparison with such military corps as 
that of the Exwbitores established in 468 A.D. 112 or with the Roman cohors or By­
zantine tagma consisting of 300-360 mcn. 11

:
1 The Arhhhnandrita story (§32) 

seems to have preserved the original number of 318 Fathers [ of Nicaea] who 
were considered as one of the pillars of Cyprus' eternity before the rounding 
down. Though the Council of Nicaea is not mentioned in the B.M. MS, L.M., 
Fl.B., Lusignan or Str., it is well known to Kypr. 111 

, and to N. Rhodinos, who 
mentions the Fathers' number, 318 (sufm1, §2f'>). Lusignan's estimate of the 
foreign saints' bodies 'reposing in Cyprus' as 315 (sufna, ~4) approaches the 
:118 and may reflect a stage in the process of rounding down from 318 to 300. 

110. M. A11bineau in Rrr.111P d 'Ili.11. /\'rdis., LXI, l 9GG, pp. 5-,13, ,ri-%, cl'. I L Chadwick, ibid., pp. 
808-81 I. 

111. E. Lucchesi, in 1l11llnfl, 102, 3-4, 198•1, pp. 391-396. 

112. L. Brchicr, /.1' Mondf !Jyuwtin, Lf's Imlilnlions dt• l'hnj,irr Iiyw11/i11, Paris, I 9702
, pp. 272-

273, r,27. 

11,1. M. Cary, A I !iltory of Rome down to tlw R1•ign of Co11slr111ti11e, I .ondon, 19572
, pp. 80-81, 8G-87, 

52,l-G2G, 701-707, etc.; Delehaye, Saints Mi/itairn, pp. 121-28, 13(\..'.17, etc.; 'f'/11w Milifru)' Tm1tisl's, 

Text, Translation and Notes bv G.T. Dennis, Dumbarton Oaks, CF! 1B Vol. XXV, 1985, pp. 76-77, 
84-85, l '.J8, 141, 200-203, 218'.2 rn, 2f,0-25G, cspcc. pp. 202-2()'.,\: 'tagma: the basic unit of about 
three lmndrcd soldiers'; Constantine Porphyrogcnitus, Tlm·r 'frmtisl'S on lmj}('rial Mililtt1)' E'<jmli­
lio11s, lntrodnction, Edition, Translation and Commentary by J.F. llaldon, CF! 1B Vol. XX\llll, 
Wien, 1990, pp, 8(\..91, 123-129, H(\..147, l(i,1, 170, 171, 2-1111. to pp. 120-121, and passim as in the 
Index A p. :irn s.\'. T<tyµa and Index B p. ,\37 s.v. tagma. For Roman precedents sec also: K. 
Christ, (;r:;chir/1/r der Riimisrhm Kaisnuit 11011 Augus/11.1 bis w Konslanli11, l\ffmchcn, 1988, pp. 112-
115, •100, 415, 712-715; J.E. Karayannoponlos, 'loroqfa /Ju,untl'OI! Kqdwu~. A'. I'1Y1x1) 'lorn(.!fo 
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I H Kypr., pp. 97 ['in 318(!) or ,\25 A.D.'], IOI, ,l47, '.~57, ,189. 




